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Listen carefully... 


ee Chretien deserves to be 
ignored. To do otherwise 
is an exercise in frustration. 

And for taxpayers over the past 
several years, there’s been more 
than enough frustration. 

As this issue’s cover story 
and article highlighting the fed- 
eral budget illustrate, the federal 
government is on an interven- 
tionist binge not seen since the 
Trudeau era. That it is 
near the end for Jean 
Chretien, is as much a 
blessing as it is a relief. 

So what’s next? 

Underway is a leader- 
ship race to anoint a new leader 
of the federal Liberals. In what 
has become a de facto one-par- 
ty state in Canada, a Liberal 
leadership race is as important 
as any general election. 

In the coming months your 
CTF will focus on advancing a 
taxpayer agenda to leadership 
contenders. It is an opportunity 
to get candidates — or more 
specifically, Paul Martin — on 
the record as it pertains to spe- 
cific policies. 

Case-in point: the gun reg- 


istry. Five years ago there was 
unanimous support for the regis- 
try on the government benches. 
Today, the Prime Minister has to 
declare a vote authorizing more 
money to be wasted on the pro- 
gram to be a vote of confidence. 
Why? Because sensible opposi- 
tion — even within the Liberal 
Party backbench — is growing. 
It would be a stretch to sug- 


@61In what has become a de facto 
one-party state in Canada, a Liberal ty — recall, citizens’ initiative 
leadership race is as important as 
any general election.99 


gest that Paul Martin will aban- 
don the wasteful and pointless 
gun registry. But it would not 
be a stretch to suggest that he is 
tuned into what the voting public, 
members of his party and back- 
bench MPs are saying about this 
and many other issues. 
Specifically, your CTF will 
press six issues: opposition to 
both the federal gun registry and 
Kyoto Protocol, continued oppo- 
sition to corporate welfare (now 
with musings of an Air Canada 
bailout!), tax relief through 
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increasing the basic personal 
exemption to $15,000, parlia- 
mentary reform, and aboriginal 
policy change. 

Quite a shopping list! Indeed, 
there may be some deleted or 
added as the months before us 
unfold. But right now these six 
are timely, relevant and by in 
large topical among the lead- 
ership candidates declared or 

considered. 

Meaningful accountabili- 


and voting change — are 

regrettably absent in Cana- 

dian democracy. So your 
CTF often employs the tool of 
embarrassment: using politicians’ 
own words against them. Their 
commitments that come back to 
haunt them time and time again. 
Whether it was Mike Harris hon- 
ouring the Taxpayer Protection 
Pledge or Sheila Copps resigning 
over her promise to abolish the 
GST ... it first requires getting 
their word on record. Ignore 
Jean Chretien, but listen carefully 
to what Paul Martin and others 
say over the coming months. It 
will matter for years to come. 


The Canadian Taxpayers Federation (CTF) is a federally incorporated 
non-profit and non-partisan organization dedicated to lower taxes, less 
waste and accountable government. Founded in 1990, the Federation 
is independent of all partisan or institutional affiliations and is entirely 
funded by free-will, non-receiptable contributions. All material is 
copyrighted. Permission to reprint can be obtained by writing the 
administration office. Editorial cartoons are used by permission. 
Printed in Canada. Post Office: Agreement number 40063310. Return 
all undelivered copies to: Canadian Taxpayers Federation, 105 - 438 
Victoria Ave. East, Regina, Sask., S4N ON7 
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Secrecy clouds the fi- 
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SK: The Spudco 


disaster 

What does a politician 
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Murraynomics 
Will the Murray Sales 
Tax (MST) become a 
reality in Winnipeg? 
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Party time 

he new political fin- 

nancing legislation has 
to be perhaps the most auda- 
cious cash grab the feds have 
ever tried. Taxpayers are now 
to be coerced into funding 
almost the entire cost of parti- 
san political activity, election 
campaigns and otherwise. No 
longer will political parties 
have to earn financial support 
— and votes — by appealing 
to people for voluntary con- 
tributions. If we think federal 
politicians are aloof from the 
citizenry now, imagine what 
they’re going to be like as 
they become isolated from 
the need to raise financial 


support. 


David Marley 
West Vancouver, BC 


The following letter comes in response 
to the CTF 's ABCDEFG pre-federal 
budget recommendations: 


LJ “F” you had 
“Forces and the 
Family”. I was extremely 
disappointed to see the CTF 
falling out of the “taxpayer 
watchdog” category and into 
the “interest group” category 
.... As the CTF moves away 
from financial issues and into 


political issues it loses the 
credibility it has built up over 
the years. Calling for target- 
ed investment in the military 
by suggesting that it has been 
underfunded reminds me of 
the Alberta Teachers Associa- 
tion claiming that our educa- 
tion system has been “chroni- 
cally underfunded”. 

If the CTF wanted to enter 
further into the political foray, 
you could have added H, I & 
J as well: health care funding, 
infrastructure funding and 
justice system reform. 


Scott Hennig 


Fort Saskatchewan, Alberta 


Gun registry debacle 

y personal experi- 

ence illustrates 
what a joke the $1-billion 
gun registry is. I was sent a 
Registration Certificate for a 
firearm which I never owned. 
Hopefully no one gets killed 
with this weapon or I could 
be the first suspect. I returned 
the Certificate, but have never 
been advised that the records 
have been changed. As for 
my own registration, I’ve yet 
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to receive a thing. And to 
think, employees running the 
gun registry actually received 


bonuses! 


Sam Herman 
Lloydminster, Alberta 


- the Nov/Dec issue let- 
ters-to-the-editor, 
Audrey Meckling suggests 
that The Taxpayer should be 
mandatory reading in every 
household and correctly rec- 
ognizes that the cost of doing 
so would be a problem. I 
agree with her 100% as I am 
always surprised at how little 
people know about where 
their tax dollars are actually 
going. What I do to spread 
the word, is make sure I e1- 
ther give a copy to a friend, 
leave it in doctors/dentists 
waiting rooms or at our gym. 
I think if everyone could do 
this we would double the 
readership in no time and 
lead hopefully to more people 
joining the cause. 


Alan Birrell 
Calgary, Alberta 


Aboriginal Centre 
| es making a donation 
after reading Douglas 
Fisher’s column [Ottawa Sun 
December 15, 2002] quot- 
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ing your stand against the 
government’s indiscriminate 
spending on natives, with no 
accountability and little find- 
ing its way to the people it is 
supposed to help. Keep up the 
good work. This huge gov- 
ernment spending on natives 
is ridiculous. 


Veera Bonner 
Big Creek, BC 


Regrets 

[ eee that I am unable 

to make a donation 

to the CTF this year. I am 
forced to make contribu- 
tions to the following: La 
Francophonie, International 
Assembly of French Speak- 
ing Parliamentarians, multi- 
culturalism, interest groups, 


corporate welfare, foreign 
aid, Commissioner of Official 
Languages, election expenses 
and the list goes on. Iam 
truly sorry. You are doing a 
good job however — keep it 
up. 
Laila Leach 
Sault Ste. Marie, Ontario 


Doing a great job 
The following e-mail was sent to 


Manitoba provincial director Adrienne 
Batra: 


LL been reading your 
comments in the local 
media the last few months, 
and just wanted to say how 
much I [appreciate] your 
responses. Not only do your 
comments consistently point 
out the blatantly obvious 
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(which governments can’t 
seem to see), but they’re also 
succinct, to the point and on 
top of that, wonderfully en- 
tertaining! 
Ed Hohenberg 
Winnipeg, Manitoba 


Keep up the good work 
hanks for all the ef- 
fort made by your or- 

ganization. 

Keep up the good work in 
bringing to the public’s atten- 
tion all the mismanagement 
and squandering of taxpayers’ 
dollars by a dictatorial federal 
government who cares little 
for the opinions of Canadians. 


Earl and Ellen Weber 
Shellbrook, Saskatchewan 


Waste Watch 


Falling off the high wire 


The recent success of Montreal-based 
Cirque du Soleil sparked a surge in the 
creation of new circus groups in Quebec. 
And in fine Canadian tradition, both Ot- 
tawa and the Quebec government pumped 
hundreds of thousands of tax dollars into 
up-and-coming circus troops. 

One of these groups, Cirque Eos, has 
just filed for bankruptcy protection. 
Lower than anticipated ticket sales for the 
group’s recently announced American tour 
left Eos with a $3 million debt. 

Eos received $1.3 million in subsidies 
from the Quebec government which came 
in the form of a $900,000 grant to help 
convert an old church into the group’s 
new head office and a $400,000 loan 
guarantee through Investment Quebec. The 
federally-operated Business Development 
Bank of Canada also sunk money into the 
group, but because of the corporation’s 
veil of secrecy, taxpayers have no idea how 
much of their money is at risk. 

In addition, the Cheval Theatre — a 
horse-based circus formed in 2001 — 
has cancelled its US tour, citing cash flow 
problems. Media phone calls to the 
group’s head office were not returned. 
However, Julie Forest, the executive direc- 
tor of an umbrella group for circus or- 
ganizations, says Cheval has ceased activi- 
ties. According to statements made in 
2001, over $2 
million of 
Cheval’s initial 
$10.5 million 
start-up fund- 
ing, was pro- 
vided by fed- 
eral and pro- 
vincial govern- 
ments. 

It would ap- 
pear that the 
Quebec circus 
craze is falling 


off the high wire and taxpayers, unfortu- 
nately, are holding the net. 
With files from the National Post 


Propaganda fails to deliver 


It was supposed to develop a skilled 
workforce and furnish new opportunities 
for natives associated with the Eel River 
Bar Indian Band. 

However, an audit obtained through an 
Access to Information request by the CTF 
discovers that the Aboriginal Heritage 
Garden (AHG) in New Brunswick has 
done little more than maintain the same 
old dependency mentality that has gov- 
erned Canada’s aboriginal policy for the 
past 100 years. 

The project — initiated in 1998 — will 
eventually include both a garden/green- 
house complex to plant and harvest Na- 
tive herbal remedies and a tourism centre 
to display them. The Garden, which was 
supposed to be completed in two years, is 
already three years behind schedule. 

According to the audit, poor planning 
and unrealistic goal setting hampered 
AHG from the outset. When native elders 
were approached for information on 
herbal remedies, they were hesitant in re- 
leasing this knowledge, fearing it would 
be used in an unprofessional and com- 
mercial way. The auditor noted that such 
basic issues should have been resolved 
long before the 
project got 
underway. 

AHG, of 
course, is be- 
ing floated with 


Tax dollars 
taken 
captive by 
smoking 
judge 


Waste Watch 


gobs of government funding. The province It involves an idea put forward by On- 
of New Brunswick, the Atlantic Canada tario Liberal MP Carolyn Parrish. She is 
Opportunities Agency (a federal slush suggesting that once a year the House of 


fund for business), the Department of n- | Commons provide each MP with a free 
dian Affairs, First Nations Forestry (an- trip anywhere in the world. Based on her 


other federal program), and Human Re- recent American-hating remarks, Ms. 
sources Canada will have kicked in over Parrish will probably not be booking any 
$9.3 million by the time the complex is trips to the US. 
completed later this year. She says that over the last eight years, 
Aside from the flow of tax dollars, the lobby groups, businesses and foreign 
audit revealed that the project is failing countries spent $15 million sending MPs 
miserably to meet many of its major on fully paid trips to destinations around 
goals. the world in an apparent effort to buy po- 
Failure #1: It was initially anticipated litical support. 
that once the subsidies ran out, AHG By receiving a yearly taxpayer-paid vaca- 
would continue on with funds generated tion, Parrish argues, MPs would be less 
through tourism dollars. However, the willing to put their support up for sale. 
Garden is located miles away from any With a guaranteed trip to say the Baha- 
major population centre. mas, MPs could conceivably turn down 
Failure #2: People working at the Gar- the bribe — err, vacation — to Jamaica. 
den did attend a four year college pro- With files from the National Post 
gram — but for what purpose. The audit ae : 
notes the skills learned in the course — Photo finish worrisome 
built around the study of herbal medi- It was a close call, but taxpayers can 
cines — are not particularly breathe a collective sigh 
helpful in most other job of relief after a recent 


situations. 

But not to worry, the Gar- 
den still has one useful pur- 
pose. It can serve as yet an- 
other reminder of what is 
horribly wrong with Cana- 
da’s aboriginal policy. 

With files from the CTF 


Supreme Court deci- 
sion ruled in a 5-4 vote 
that Canadians do not 
have a constitutional 
right to welfare. 

The case was brought 
forward by Louise 
Gosselin of Montreal. 
In 1980, she had her 
welfare payments cut 
from $448 to $163 a 
month, after she re- 
fused to participate in 
education and job train- 
ing programs required 
by the Quebec govern- 
ment for anyone under 
the age of 30 collecting 
welfare. 

Gosselin challenged 
the ruling arguing that 


Costly house business 


The House of Commons 
Procedure Committee is con- 
sidering a proposal that 
could easily skim a few hun- 
dred thousand dollars out of 
taxpayers’ pockets each year. 


These bureaucrats 
have too much time 
on their hands... 


these cuts were based on age discrimina- 
tion. The broader implication was 
whether or not governments have the 
right to restrict who can collect welfare. 

The case became a rallying cry for pov- 
erty groups across Canada, many of 
whom feel working Canadians are 
obliged to pay welfare to able-bodied 
people who refuse to work or be trained. 

The provincial governments of Quebec, 
Alberta, Ontario, BC and New Brunswick 
joined together to fight Gosselin’s law- 
suit. They argued that if governments 
didn't restrict welfare to those genuinely 
in need, it would cost taxpayers billions 
of dollars. 

The broader concerns raised by this 
case was whether or not the Supreme 
Court was moving toward becoming the 
defacto government in Canada. By mak- 
ing welfare a constitutional right, the 
Court essentially would have made a 
spending decision. 

Though taxpayer interests won the day, 
we should be concerned about the nar- 
row victory. It seems that four unelected 
judges believe they are in a position to 
make spending decisions on behalf of 
taxpayers. Yikes! 

With files from National Post 


Mega bucks to Mitel 


The feds recently announced they 
will be making a “major invest- 
ment” into two Ottawa-based 
businesses |\— Mitel Net- 
works 
Corp. 
and 
March Net- 
works Corp. 

Billionaire 
Terrence 
Matthews, con- 
sidered one of 
the richest men 
in Canada, is the 


principal owner of both these companies. 
Coincidentally, he is also a friend of Jean 
Chretien and at one time employed the 
Prime Minister’s son in his business. 

Major investment might be an under- 
statement — the feds will be lending the 
two companies $60 million. The funds 
— which will come from Industry Cana- 
da’s Technology Partnerships Canada 
(TPC) program — are part of a $240-mil- 
lion government-sponsored initiative to 
develop broadband networks. 

Commenting on this so-called invest- 
ment, Industry Minister Alan Rock said 
“We expect every nickel to be returned. 
And frankly we expect to do better than 
get our money back.” This from a guy 
who said the gun-registry would only cost 
a few million dollars. 

Aside from Rock’s resounding en- 
dorsement, there are other reasons to be 
concerned. TPC loans have an abysmal 
track record when it comes to repayment. 
According to CTF research, of the $1.6 
billion in loans handed out by TPC be- 
tween 1996 and 2001, only 3% of the 
money had been repaid as of March 31, 
2001. 


With files from the Globe and Mail, CTF 
and National Post 


Pigs R Us 


As much as we ques- 
tion the sanity of Ca- 
nadian bureaucrats, 

it's always heartening to 
hear about the looney antics 
of government decision-mak- 
ers in other jurisdictions. Eu- 
ropean Union (EU) bureaucrats 
recently told British pig farmers 
that they must put toys in with 
pigs to keep them happy. No, we 
are not making this up. 


An orgy of fine dining, 
paid for by taxpayers. 


Waste Watch 


The edict — based on fulfilling a pig's 
innate desire to root — is part of the 
EU’s plan to provide an “environmentally 
enriched” setting for pigs before they are 
slaughtered for ham and bacon. Failure 
to comply could result in fines in excess 
of $6,000. 

One bureaucrat even suggested that 
farmers could put basket balls or soccer 
balls in the pig stye, which the hogs 
could root around with their noses. He 
added that the EU code would require the 
balls to be regularly changed, so the pigs 
wouldn't get bored playing with the same 
toys every day. 

This regulation could spark a whole 
new growth industry in the United King- 
dom — Pigs R Us. 

With files from the Globe and Mail 


It beats robbing a bank. 


Three Nova Scotia MLAs are poised to 
rake in a cool $2.39 million. Their wind- 
fall: each is retiring from provincial poli- 
tics later this year. 

NDP MLA John Holm has served 18 
years and according to the pension rules 
can immediately collect his $38,500 a 
year pension after the next provincial 
election. The same applies to Liberal 
MLA Paul MacEwan who has represented 
his riding of Cape Breton for 32 years. 
He will have a yearly pension of $42,700. 

Neil LeBlanc, 46, — the current 
Finance Minister — will not be 
able to collect his full pension of 
$49,401 until he is 55. 

In total, the three men stand to 
collect a whopping $2.39 million 


They may not have clean 
water but thanks to a 
federal grant they now 
have access to the 
Internet... 


if they live to the age 75. The bulk of this 
will be paid for by Nova Scotia taxpayers 
who cough up $5 for every $1 an MLA 
contributes to his pension. 

In an interview with the Halifax Daily 
News, CTF federal director Walter 
Robinson stated “By federal standards, 
these [Nova Scotia] pensions are modest, 
but the modesty does not negate the fact 
that they are extremely unfair. Only 40 
percent of Canadians are fortunate 
enough to have an employer-sponsored 
pension plan. The rest of the people, 
their pension plan consists of biweekly 
6-49 contributions or their own RRSP” 

With files from the Halifax Daily News 


Mary, Mary quite contrary 


Justice Mary Southin of the BC Court 
of Appeals likes to smoke. That wouldn't 
be a problem except she likes to commit 
the deed in her government office. 

The Judge refuses to join the other 
court employee who smoke outside the 
building in compliance with a Worker’s 
Compensation Board (WCB) regulation 
that forbids smoking in public areas be- 
cause of health risks associated with 
second-hand smoke. 

When WCB got wind of her bad in- 
door habit they ordered her to butt out 
(pardon the pun). 

Mary stated that she will not stop and 


believes a Judge does not have to obey a 
regulation imposed by an agency such as 
WCB. 

BC’s Attorney General, Geoff Plant, 
was in a pickle. After consulting with the 
chief justice of the Appeals Court, Plant 
— calling it a wise expenditure — agreed 
to pay $18,919 to have new fans installed 
in Mary's office, so her cigarette smoke 
could be ventilated out of the building. 
Plant was spooked by the possibility that 
Mary might take the government to court 
over the whole affair. 

Now to her credit, Justice Southin has 
agreed to pay $12,000 out of her 
$200,000-a-year salary to pay for the 
ventilation system. Nevertheless, taxpay- 
ers are not only left paying what is left of 
the bill, but are also left with the distinct 
impression that there are two tiers of 
justice. 

With files from the National Post 


www.PhonKham.com 


People in this part of the world are 
considered by many to be subsistence 
level farmers. They may 
not have access to safe &. 
drinking water, electricity, 
decent medical, dental or 
education services, but 
thanks to a grant from the 
Canadian federal govern- 
ment, people in the re- 
mote village of Phon 
Kham in Laos have access 
to the Internet. 

Laos — located in 
Southeast Asia — is on 
the list of the 10 most im- 
poverished nations in the 
world and boasts an aver- 


MP lobbies for 
taxpayer funded 
vacations... 


age yearly wage of USS280. The people 
living in mountain villages such as Phon 
Kham are among the poorest in Laos. 
You get the picture. 

Last year, the feds, through its Interna- 
tional Development Research Centre 
(IDRC), helped fund an initiative — along 
with the UN and Jhai Foundation — 
which allowed these isolated villagers to 
get a taste of cyberspace. One of IDRC’s 
goals is to find creative ways to expand 
technology into inaccessible areas. 

So how do you access cyberspace in 
the back-boonies of this Asian country? 
Well, the first thing you do is buy a bicy- 
cle, which will create enough power 
through a crank generator to charge up a 
car battery. Then you buy a couple spe- 
cial computers, an antennae and lots of 
wire. Once powered up, the computers — 
via a wireless system — will access the 
web through an Internet service provider 
in the nearby city of Phon Hong, 

The total cost of bringing the 20" cen- 
tury to 19" century Laos? USS30,000. 
There is no indication of the Canadian 
government's share. 

The villagers are sup- 
posed to use the web to 
email families in other 
countries, teach their 
kids and access prices 
of the products they 
sell. 

With files from the Financial Post 


Eating in style 

The Public Work’s 
Department has re- 
leased requirements for 
companies interested in 
bidding on the contract 
to provide meals on Ot- 
tawa’s fleet of four Chal- 
lenger jets. 

The fleet is used to 


ferry around the Prime Minister, Cabinet meal will now include a tossed green 
Ministers, the Governor General and for- salad, filet mignon, sauteed mushrooms, 
eign dignitaries. Each jet costs taxpayers buttered baby carrots, parisienne pota- 


toes, fresh green beans, rolls and 
a cherry cheese cake dessert. 
However, in case this is 
not satisfactory, bidders 
- must ensure that a wide 
variety of substitutions 
Ps are available such as crab, 
lobster, shrimp, fresh 
red snapper, striploin 
steak and veal cordon 
bleu. 

The total costs for 
meals is expected to be 
around $105,000 for 
2003. 


With files from the Saskatoon 
Star Phoenix and Ottawa Citizen 


approximately $8,000 an hour to oper- 
ate. The Challengers routinely make < 
about 100 flights a month and typi- 
cally provide meals for eight peo- 
ple. 

Up to now, the contractor 
supplying the meals has pro- 
vided your typical airline fare. 
But that is all about to dra- 
matically change. 

According to the bid 
documents, a typical VIP 


Should taxpayers 
worry when a clown 
loses his smile? 


New chemical element 


A major research institution has recently announced the discovery of the heaviest 
chemical element known to science. The new element has been tentatively named 
“Governmentium”. Governmentium has | neutron, 12 assistant neutrons, 75 deputy neu- 
trons, and 11 assistant deputy neutrons, giving it an atomic mass of 312. 

These 312 particles are held together by forces called morons, which are surrounded 
by vast quantities of lepton-like particles called peons. 

Since governmentium has no electrons, it is inert. However, it can be detected as it im- 
pedes every reaction with which it comes into contact. A minute amount of 
governmentium causes one reaction to take over 4 days to complete when it would nor- 
mally take less than a second. 

Governmentium has a normal half-life of 3 years; it does not decay, but instead under- 
goes a reorganization in which a portion 
of the assistant neutrons and deputy 
neutrons exchange places. In fact, 
governmentium’s mass will actually in- 
crease over time, since each reorganiza- 
tion causes some morons to become 
neutrons, forming isodopes. 

This characteristic of moron-promo- 
tion leads some scientists to speculate 
that governmentium is formed whenever 
morons reach a certain quantity in con- 
centration. This hypothetical quantity is 
referred to as “Critical Morass”. You will 
know it when you see it. 


KEEPING AN EYE ON CANADIANS 


~ OTTAWA'S MOVE TOWARD THE ORWELLIAN STATE 


or years, the contention 
F that the Orwellian state 

was lurking just around 
the corner was relegated to con- 
spiracy theorists and malcontents. 
Not any more. Increasingly, civil 
libertarians, concerned citizens 
and now independent officers of 
Parliament are mounting substan- 
tive evidence that our individual 
freedoms — fragile as they are — 
continue to be crushed and broken 
under the weight of troubling gov- 
ernment legislation. 

January 2003 may very well go 
down in Canadian history as the 
beginning of the end of our free- 
doms and democracy as we know 
it. This isn’t some reactionary 
rant, this is deadly serious. Apart 
from our organization whose 
supporters are already engaged 
in key public policy questions, 
Canadians better wake up from 
their collectivist, group-think, our 
government-is-benevolent-cod- 
dled slumber before it’s too late 
and state-sanctioned thinking 


takes hold. 

Political finance reforms, the 
move to re-institute election 
gag laws, repeated 


daylight mugging of Canadian 

taxpayers. And isn’t it ironic that 

those most in favour of political 
financing legislation 


warnings from the 
Information Com- 
missioner and now 
a chilling report 


from the Privacy - “> 
Commissioner — ’ 4 
which makes George 7 
Orwell’s books f 


look more and more 2 
prophetic — all point 
to one inescapable 
conclusion: our con- 
stitutional freedoms 
of expression, democratic par- 
ticipation and privacy are under 
attack at every turn courtesy of 
the federal government. 

Supporters of the Prime Min- 
ister’s political finance legislation 
—a political deathbed conversion 
—portray it as step towards trans- 
parency. Nothing could be further 
from the truth. It should be called 
for what it really is: a broad 
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by Walter Robinson 


Federal Director 


— big labour, social 
activists and some 
lapdog government 
‘ backbenchers — are 
the same backers 
of big, expansionist 
government? 
Taxpayers subsi- 
dize political par- 
ties and candidates 
through tax credits 
and election expense 
rebates. The recent 
plan unveiled by Mr. Chretien 
to replace corporate and union 
donations with taxpayer funding 
makes this abhorrent situation 
even worse. Indeed, taxpayer 
fattening of the bank accounts of 
the five major parties and others 
including the Communists, Yogic 
fliers (Natural Law Party) and 
maybe even the Marijuana Party 
will jump from the current level 


of 59% to almost 90% with the 
passage of this new legislation. 

Under Chretien’s ‘fleece the 
little guy’ scheme, political parties 
will net $35 million in non-elec- 
tion years and up to $80 million 
in an election year based on the 
number of votes cast for each 
party in the most recent election. 
Talk about entrenching power and 
a significant funding advantage 
for the party in power (who just 
happen to be the Liberals), yikes. 
One national newspaper hit the 
nail on the head by labelling this 
the Incumbency Protection Act. 

If Chretien and crew are se- 
rious about ending the so-called 
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$200 to $400. Meanwhile, a sim- 
ilar donation to the United Way or 
local cancer centre merits a paltry 
16% tax credit. And the govern- 
ment has the nerve to call this fair 
and transparent? 

Canadian politicians would do 
well to heed the words of Amer- 
ican founding father Thomas 
Jefferson when he stated — back 
in 1779 — that: “To compel a man 
to furnish contributions of money 
for the propagation of opinions 
which he disbelieves and abhors, 
is sinful and tyrannical.” Sinful 
indeed ... so much for political 
freedom. 

And speaking of elections, it’s 
bad enough that Ottawa wants us 


@6@Political finance reforms, the move to re- 
institute election gag laws, repeated warnings 


from the Information 

Commissioner and now 

a chilling report from the 

Privacy Commissioner 

... all point to one 
inescapable conclusion: 
our constitutional 
freedoms of expression, 
democratic participation 
and privacy are under 


attack at every turn 
courtesy of the federal 
government.99 


big-money influence in politics, 
they should have (and still can) 
end tax credits for political con- 
tributions and campaign expense 
rebates, period. But instead, the 
government will not only expand 
direct funding but double the 
maximum contribution amount 
eligible for a 75% tax credit from 


Annual Report 


t0 Parliament 


to pay for 90% of their political 
campaigns, but at the same time, 
they’re looking to deny your right 
to say anything during these same 
election campaigns. 

In early January, government 
House Leader Don Boudria — 
our old friend — confirmed that 
the feds will indeed press ahead 
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and appeal a federal court ruling 
which deemed that Ottawa’s elec- 
tion gag-law effectively banning 
advertising by so-called third par- 
ties (read: citizen groups, unions, 
chambers of commerce, the local 
4-H club, etc.) was unconstitu- 
tional. 

Even though the courts have 
consistently struck down Otta- 
wa’s gag laws on four separate 
occasions in the last two decades, 
our federal government will once 
again squander untold millions 
of tax dollars to try and trample 
on our constitutional freedom of 
expression. At the root of this 
law is the assumption that voters 
are stupid (a very wrong assump- 
tion to be sure) and easily swayed 
by advertising. It begs an obvious 
question: Why is political party 
advertising OK but not adver- 

tising from anyone else? 

So much for an election 

campaign being about the 
dissemination of thought, 
ideas and information. 
And speaking of infor- 
mation, or more specifically 
government information and 
our access to it, Information 
Commissioner John Reid’s 
most recent annual report con- 
tinues to report on a disturbing 
trend. Consider these remarks 
from his introduction which are 
representative of observations 
made throughout his 149-page 
report: 

During this reporting year, 
the going got tough, tougher 
than ever for the public’s ‘right 
to know.’ Quietly, firmly, the 
government shut the door on 19 
years of public access to the re- 
cords showing how ministers and 
ministerial staffers spend public 
money. 
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. story 
The right of access continues to be eroded through the creation of 
new institutions, to carry out public functions, which are not made 
subject to the Access to Information Act. 


... at the senior level of government, there remains a more hostile 
attitude towards the right of access ... It is a fact that the Clerk of 
the Privy Council insists the broadest possible interpretation of the 
scope of cabinet secrecy. As well, the Prime Minister is personally 
committed to insulating his office and offices of ministers from the 
Act’s coverage and from the Information Commissioner’s investi- 
gative jurisdiction. These ‘hostilities’ at the top stand in the way of 
the good-faith efforts, at more junior levels, to get on with a cultural 
change to open government. 


Finally, the recent report from Privacy Commissioner George Rad- 
wanski adds the final chapter to this tale of creeping Orwellianism. From 
the Canada Customs and Revenue Agency (CCRA) eternal passenger 
database to a national ID card to the RCMP’s intrusive and expanding 
video surveillance efforts in communities from coast to coast, our priva- 
cy is rapidly disappearing. 

Worse still, government respect and trusteeship of our private infor- 
mation has also been brought into question. Consider this troubling find- 
ing from the Privacy Commissioner: “Several days before Christmas, a 
man called my Office to report that he had found three bags containing 
personal information belonging to the Canadian Firearms Program in a 
dumpster in a locked compound owned by the private company where 
he worked.” 

Yikes, now we learn the feds not only squandered $1 billion in run- 
ning — a term used loosely — the gun registry, but Ottawa can’t even 
protect the information it collects for law abiding duck hunters. 

As the 18" century Conservative philosopher Edmund Burke so 
pointedly warned us: “the true danger is when liberty is nibbled away, 
for expedience, and by parts.” Wake up Canada; it’s 
time to fight back! We are quickly moving from 
citizen-controlled government to becoming a 
nation of government-controlled citizens. Unless 
we act; peace, order and good government will 
soon be nothing but a line in the history books.m_ 


@@The true danger is when 
liberty is nibbled away, for 


expedience, and by parts.99 
- Edmund Burke 


uotes 


From Privacy 
Commissioner 
George 
| Radwanski’s 
Report 


@@If the government’s 
current initiatives are al- 
lowed to go forward, there 
is a very real risk that priva- 
cy as we know it will soon 
become a distant, irretrieva- 
ble memory... 


Governmental disregard for 
crucially important privacy 
rights is moving beyond 
isolated instances and 
becoming systematic. This 
puts a fundamental right of 
every Canadian at risk. 


If we have to live our lives 
weighing every action, 
every communication, 
every human contact, won- 
dering what agents of the 
state might find out about it, 
analyse it, judge it, possibly 
misconstrue it, and some- 
how use it to our detriment, 
we are not truly free. 


I can find no justification 
for a national identity card, 
especially since it is abso- 
lutely useless as an anti-ter- 
rorist measure. 


We must guard against the 
eagemess of law enforce- 
ment bodies and other agen- 
cies of the state to use the 
response to September 11 as 
a Trojan horse for acquiring 
new invasive powers. 9® 
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Federal fund- 
ing for Indian 
Affairs has been —_\\\\ 
steadily increas- \ 
ing over the years 
as has the level of poverty and 
waste on native reserves. Data 
obtained by the CTF through 
Access to Information reveals 
that enormous increases in fed- 
eral funding have done little to 
improve the financial situation 
of native bands. 

During the nine year period 
of 1992-93 to 2000-01, feder- 
al government spending 
on Indian programs 
increased by 64% to 
more than $7 billion 
annually. According 
to the Auditor General 
80% of this money 
is transferred directly 
to native bands to fund 
housing, health-care, educa- 
tion and social services. 

Of 633 native bands in Canada 
almost 30% are in financial dif- 
ficulty and operating in a deficit. 
In 1992-93, 155 bands ran deficits 
compared to 188 in 2000-01. 
Over the same period the cu- 
mulative deficit of native bands 
increased from $132 million to 
$373 million. This is a massive 
increase of 182% in nine years. 


> 


Native bands in the 
7D, 


Despite huge increases in 
financial resources awarded 
to native bands in Canada, the 
financial situation of an increas- 
ing number of native bands is 
worsening. If taxpayers ever 
needed a lesson that gigantic 
government spending can’t 
solve every problem, this is it. 
Money isn’t the problem, ac- 
countability is. 

Even though native bands are 
for the most part publicly funded, 


Canadian taxpayers cannot obtain 
the information in native band 
audits. Once the federal gov- 
ernment transfers money from 
federal departments to native 
bands, the Auditor General of 
Canada no longer has the au- 
thority to audit how and where 
the money is spent. 

The blackout exists due to a 
1988 Federal Court judgement 
which shelters audit information 
from public scrutiny. This rul- 
ing considers native bands to be 
private economic entities that can 
keep their finances undisclosed. 
Audits that include even small 
amounts of private financial 
information are excluded from all 
but band members and govern- 
ment officials. Obviously, without 


Number of bands whose deficit equals or exceeds 
8% of their revenues by fiscal year, 
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dollars. However, the expansion 
of the existing Auditor Gener- 
al’s mandate to include native 
bands would not require as many 
tax dollars to operate due to the 
economies of scale that could 

be utilized, and the standard of 
audits, mandates and scrutiny 
would remain consistent. The 
audits would uncover waste, 
mismanagement, and corruption 
and will provide band members 


However, simply 
making year end 
financial statements 
public will not neces- 
sarily ensure ade- 
quate accountability. 
To ensure the money 
is being properly 
and efficiently spent, 
taxpayers and native 
Canadians need a 
system of independ- 
ent annual financial 


proper checks and 
balances inefficien- 
cies, redundancies, 
corruption and abuse 
often occur. 
Realizing the lack 
of transparency on 
reserves, the feder- 
al government has 
introduced the First 
Nations Govern- 
ance Act. If passed, 


by Tanis Fiss 
Aboriginal Policy Centre 
Director 


this legislation will 

provide native bands with legal 
capacity. Thus, native bands will 
no longer be considered private 
economic entities. Furthermore, 
the legislation will require native 
governments to provide their 
audited financial statements to 
any person who requests a copy. 
This accountability is significant- 
ly better than what taxpayers were 
provided with before — nothing 


and operational audits of native 


bands that are made public to all 


citizens. This is similar to how 
federal and provincial auditors 
conduct their audits of govern- 


ment departments and programs. 


Creating a separate office 
of the Auditor General to deal 


specifically with band audits may 


not be the best route to achieve 
the goals or the best use of tax 


and taxpayers with an indication 
of the efficiency, effectiveness 
and the quality of services being 
offered on reserves. 

Life on reserves will improve 
if native band governments and 
politicians are subject to the same 
kind of regulation, scrutiny, and 
accountability that protects every 
other Canadian citizen. Native 
Canadians on reserves deserve 
nothing less.m_ 


Happy Birthday CAPC! 


The Centre for Aboriginal Policy Change celebrated its first birthday on March 19. 
Here are some highlights from year one: 


Debt 


e In-house legal counsel John Carpay trav- 
elled to Ottawa to urge the Federal Court of 
Appeal to overturn the Treaty 8 taxation 
decision. 


e Release of The Lost Century — Moving 
Aboriginal Policy from the 19" to the 
21* Century position paper. Hundreds 
of copies were distributed across the 


country. Several laudable edito- 
rials appeared in newspapers. A 
cross-country tour in its support 
earned director Tanis Fiss several 
speaking engagements, editorial 
board meetings and radio and TV 
appearances. 


The Centre was the only voice 

in British Columbia (outside the 
provincial government) supporting 
the province's referendum on treaty 
principles. 


plagues 
Prairie 
- bands 


One-half of Sask. bands 
under ‘remedial management’ 


By MARK REID 
Southam Newspapers 


e Apresentation was given to the 
House of Commons Standing Com- 
mittee on Aboriginal Affairs regarding 
the First Nations Governance Act. 


e Many opinion-editorials written 

by Tanis were published in major 

Canadian newspapers. One opinion 
piece, which ran in the Calgary Herald, 
spurred a rebuttal from National Chief 
Matthew Coon Come of the Assembly 
of First Nations. 


CALGARY — Prairie native bands are among the wors 
managed in the country, elites half the First Natio” 
wired in red ink and burdentd Sy mounting debt, aco’ 
“to federal documents 
ai 79 bar Monit 
ole 


Rags to Riches: Promoting productivity 


and prosperity for Atlantic Canada 


by Brian Lee Crowley Ph.D. 
Guest Commentary 


verybody has views about what’s 
Herne with Atlantic Canada. When 

Canadian Alliance leader Stephen Harper, 
a westerner, blamed a regional “culture of defeat- 
ism” last year, he was roundly criticized for per- 
petuating western Canadian stereotypes about the 
region. Yet former New Brunswick Premier Frank 
McKenna, and Nova Scotia MP and Tory leader- 
ship hopeful Scott Brison, for example, have both 
deplored the region’s culture of dependency. Being 
local boys, though, they escaped a Harper-style 
hiding. 

Of course there is a lot of uncomfortable truth in 
these observations about the region. And a lot of us 
are struggling to articulate an alternative to the bad 
old ways, recognizing that the region needs region- 
al prosperity, not “regional development”. Over 
forty years we’ve seen far too much heavy-handed 
government intervention. Thus far, according to 
research for my Institute, these efforts that were 
supposed to aid regional development have actually 
contributed toward a retreat from growth. Fourteen 
years of regional development, led by the Atlantic 
Canada Opportunities Agency (ACOA), has result- 
ed in an average economic growth rate that lags the 
rest of the country by 5 percent and a job creation 
rate that is 20 percent lower than the national aver- 
age. 

Three federal programs are most closely linked 
with regional development efforts in Atlantic Cana- 
da: employment insurance, equalization and ACOA. 
But rather than encouraging growth, these programs 
have fostered the region’s climate of dependency. 
And many of these programmes have exacerbated 
a local mismatch between skilled workers and job 
opportunities. In fact, contrary to conventional wis- 
dom, there are and have been shortages of skilled 
labour in Atlantic Canada; this, plus significant 
population shrinkage, helps to explain why most 


industries predict big challenges 
in meeting their employment 
needs in the near future. These 
are not the labour shortages of an 
overheated economy; instead, At- 
lantic Canada’s labour shortages 


co-exist with high unemployment. 


Regional development policies 
are at the root of these problems. 


Labour market madness 


When employment insurance 


was first established it was in- 
tended to support employees 
when they lost permanent jobs; 
however, in this region it became 
a system for supporting seasonal 
workers between seasonal jobs. 
Though it was not an intended 
effect of EI, the program has 
contributed toward artificially 


high salaries in Atlantic Canada 
and labour market shortag- 


es. 


@6 Political obstacles, such 
as over-regulation, should be 
removed from the path of the 

nascent offshore oil and gas 
industry. The traditional fish- 


ery must modernize, includ- 
ing through technologically 

sophisticated, year round, 
innovative aquaculture, the 


fishery of the future. 9® 


Private-sector employers not 


only had to bid against govern- 
ment-employment opportunities 
and the multitude of make-work 
projects and government-subsi- 
dized jobs, they also had to bid 
against an EJ system that gave 
many months of generous ben- 
efits for a few weeks of work. 
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Short EI qualifying periods and 
governments willing to lay on 
make-work projects to get people 
fully “stamped up” has meant a 
significant share of the labour 
force is in effect not available for 
work. This has contributed to 

the mismatch in job skills; many 
workers see limited incentives to 
learn new skills, young people 
get drawn out of school by the 
lure of easy EI money in the short 
run, and skilled workers see no 
incentive for relocating to Atlantic 
Canada. 


The equalization trap 
Equalization was originally 
designed with the best of in- 
tentions: to provide reasonably 
similar public services in the 
absence of equal strength in local 


tax bases. However, equalization 
now provides incentives to remain 
dependent, and provides incen- 
tives to keep local taxes too high. 
When the local economy grows, 
generating new tax revenue, 

the federal government reduces 
equalization payments almost 
dollar for dollar — creating an 


19 


equalization “poverty trap”. On 
the tax side, equalization both re- 
wards provinces for keeping their 
taxes too high, and compensates 
them for the underdevelopment 
this helps to cause. Rather than 
promoting a climate of low taxes 
and growth, dependency festers. 


Return to prosperity 
Despite all these problems, 
there is a formula that will help 
return greater prosperity to At- 
lantic Canada. Reforms to em- 
ployment insurance, along with 
equalization and tax reform would 
all help to redress the structural 
challenges. In addition to these 
reforms, creating a climate that 
encourages investment in eco- 


nomically successful industries 


(not politically-connected ones) 
will also contribute to greater 
prosperity. That means abandon- 
ing ACOA-style programmes that 
still assume that governments can 
pick winners and can keep local 
politics out of the distribution of 
government largesse to business. 


@@ Atlantic Canada can 
be put back onto the road 
to growth. Lower taxes 
and a favourable business 
climate will be central to 
such a strategy. 


Making work pay 

There are a number of steps 
that could be taken to help put 
the region back on course to 
prosperity. To begin, EI must be 
reformed in a way that puts an 
end to labour shortages. There 
needs to be annual reductions to 
EI benefits for repeat claimants, 
so that long-term employment is 
encouraged. Experience-rated 
premiums should also be adopt- 
ed, so an employer’s premiums 
rise when workers are repeatedly 
laid off, thus rewarding full-time, 
full-year, sustainable jobs, not 
seasonal work. Reforms like 
these would encourage stable and 
sustainable employment growth 
in Atlantic Canada. 


Tax and equalization 
reform 

The federal government should 
wind down regional spending 
programs, like the Atlantic Can- 
ada Opportunities Agency, and 
replace these with lower federal 
business taxes in the region. 
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Similarly, the federal government 
and the provinces should agree to 
cap equalization and reform the 
programme to remove incentives 
to dependence and over-taxation. 
The combined impact of lower 
federal business taxes and greater 
leeway to lower provincial tax- 

es would be a more favourable 
climate for investment. Atlantic 
Canadians would be able to keep 
more of their hard-earned dollars, 
many of which would be spent 
and invested in the region. Lastly, 
consumer choices would deter- 
mine which industries thrive and 
which do not. 

More importantly, Atlantic 
Canada must move away from the 
old ways and embrace new oppor- 
tunities. The move toward high- 
tech opportunities in call centres 
has been lauded by some, building 
on existing regional strengths like 
bilingual workers will be the key 
to long-term growth. Political 
obstacles, such as over-regula- 
tion, should be removed from the 
path of the nascent offshore oil 
and gas industry. The traditional 
fishery must modernize, including 
through technologically sophis- 
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ticated, year round, innovative 
aquaculture, the fishery of the 
future. 


Conclusion 

Atlantic Canada can be put 
back onto the road to growth. 
Lower taxes and a favourable 
business climate will be central 
to such a strategy. But many of 
the well-meaning but destructive 
old government programmes that 
reward dependence and obstruct 
growth will have to go first. Like 
Ireland, Atlantic Canada could go 
from laggard to economic over- 
achiever — if only governments 
would stop “helping” so much.— 


Brian Crowley is the Pres- 
ident and founder of AIMS 
— The Atlantic Institute for 
Market Studies. AIMs is an 
Atlantic-based economic and 
social policy think tank found- 
ed in 1994. For more infor- 
mation contact: 


Atlantic Institute for 
Market Studies 
#1006 - 2000 Barrington St, 
Halifax NS B3J 3K1 
phone: (902) 429-1143 
fax: (902) 425-1393 
E-Mail: aims@aims.ca 


Web: www.aims.ca 
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Canada’s modern taxes: 


Thank the USA 


Excerpt from Tax Me I’m Canadian — Your Money and How 
Politicians Spend It, by Mark Milke 
Published by Thomas & Black. 


identity rests upon a higher tax burden vis- 

a-vis the United States. And indeed, as the 
article on page 28 outlines, Canada’s tax burden 
is higher. But the historical record is that Cana- 
da’s identity was originally found in its attach- 
ment to limited government, lower taxes and 
more robust desire for liberty in contrast to 
the United States in the 19th century. 

For the 50 years between Confederation 

and the introduction of the wartime income 


|: Canada today, it is often assumed that our 


tax in 1917, Canada’s budget speeches Former CTF direc- 
had two central themes: Attract people to tor and author 
Canada and build the country. Our Confed- Mark Milke 
eration-era politicians assumed a policy 


of taxes lower than the U.S. ; ~~ 
as crucial to filling the ss 
country with immigrants 

and with investment, as 

both were the natural condi- 
tions necessary for prosper- 
ity: The Dominion’s leading 
politicians trumpeted Can- 
ada’s lower taxes compared 
to the tax-happy Americans, 
an advantage they argued was 
needed to ensure citizens and 
would-be immigrants were not 
lost to the Yanks. 

This view was true as it con- 
cerned taxes in general, but was 
also held by the Liberal party of the free-traders and economic liberals, 
day as it concerned the main revenue thought higher tariffs were not only uneconomi- 
of the day: tariffs. That tax, unlike most, had cal but also morally questionable. 
political appeal, as it could be used to stoke protec- In 1876, the first post-Confederation Finance 
tionist sentiment where a politician thought it would = minister for the Liberals, Sir Richard Cartwright, 
win votes. The Liberals, who in that age understood responded critically to the call for higher tariffs this 
themselves as disciples of Adam Smith and thus way: “All taxation is a loss per se. It is the sacred 


@@AIl taxation is a loss per se. It is 
the sacred duty of the government 

to take only from the people what is 
necessary to the proper discharge 
of the public service; and that tax- 
ation in any other mode, is simply 
in one shape or another, legalized 


robbery.9@ 


-- Liberal Finance Minister Sir Richard 
Cartwright, 1876 


stood in the tradition of English 
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duty of the government to take only from the peo- 
ple what is necessary to the proper discharge of the 
public service; and that taxation in any other mode, 
is simply in one shape or another, legalized robbery.” 

So what changed? A combination of events and 
American policy, actually. World War One and the 
federal income tax is the most obvious example 
of how an event propelled the introduction of that 
previously forbidden levy. But while events provided 
the context, new American policy often provided the 
justification. When Canadian politicians imposed 
additional and higher taxes in the late 19" and early 
20" century, they invariably did so only after the 
Americans acted first. Think of almost any modern 
Canadian tax: federal income tax, gasoline taxes, 
property taxes, and corporate taxes; all those just 
noted have American origins. 

As well, there were direct legislative influences on 
Canadian tax laws both federally and provincially. 
For example, the first provincial corporate tax (in 
Quebec in 1884) came from an American precedent. 
The taxation of personal property, common in many 
Canadian municipalities at Confederation, was also 
American in origin, not British, as that country aban- 
doned such taxes centuries before. 

When Ontario and the other provinces intro- 
duced succession duty levies (i.e, “death taxes”’), the 
influence of American legislation in the Canadian 
versions was clear. As tax historian J. Harvey Per- 
ry writes: “The first Canadian Act was drafted in 
the office of the Attorney General for Ontario and 
was modelled upon the Acts of New York passed in 
1887... The Ontario Act of 1892 was purely Ameri- 
can in its origin.” 


Order Tax Me I’m Canadian 


Special pricing for CTF members 
includes all shipping and taxes 
1-5 copies — $22.00 
6-10 copies — $20.00 
11-19 copies — $18.00 


20+ copies — $16.00 


To order: 
By phone: 1-800-667-7933 
Via web: www.taxpayer.com 
Or use the order form on the back cover 


The pattern established in the last twenty years 
of the 19" century—where Canadian governments 
copied the taxing habits and also the legislation of 
American governments—continued unabated into 
the new century. 

Canada’s federal income tax, introduced in 1917 
and three years after the American federal income 
tax, bore the mark of U.S. legislative influence. 
Canada’s first federal income tax, brought into being 
by the Dominion Income War Tax Act of 1917 “bore 
an unmistakable resemblance to the similar 1913 
American legislation” wrote one historian. 

Thus, far from low taxes being “American,” they 
were once a most Canadian trait. m 
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by Walter Robinson 


n February 18", 
federal Finance Minis- 
ter John Manley 


brought down Budget 2003 — 
entitled Building the Canada We 
Want. It was — thankfully — the 
last budget for which Jean Chré- 
tien will be the Prime Minister. 
And it was the biggest spending 
budget Canada has seen since the 
days of Trudeau. 

In fact, program spending from 
the period 1996/1997 through to 
2004/2005 will have increased by 
46% according to recent budget 
figures. 

This increase is almost double 
the rate of inflation and popula- 
tion growth over the same period 
and violates the Budget 2000 
promise to restrain spending to 
the combined growth in popu- 
lation and inflation. While most 
commitments in the budget are 
spread over five years, their scope 
is nonetheless immense: 

e@ $34.8 billion for health care; 
e $1.3 billion for aboriginal 
health care; 


Budget 2003: 


A Walk through the federal 
canay store 


e $600 million for water and 
wastewater treatment on re- 
serves; 

e $935 million for child care; 

e@ $320 million for affordable 
housing; 

e@ $125 million for federal grant- 
ing councils; 

e@ $190 million in extra funding 
to the Business Development 
Bank of Canada; 

e $2 billion (on top of $1.7 billion 
already) for climate change; 

e $340 million for other environ- 
mental projects; 

e $2.4 billion for the military over 
three years; and 

e $3 billion for cities over 10 
years. 

And this list just covers explicit 
announcements from the Budget 
Speech before even cracking the 
cover of the 382-page budget 
document. True to Chrétien form, 
this year’s budget continues to 
measure government performance 
by how much the government 
spends as opposed to evaluating 
what we’re getting for record 
levels of program spending. 

On the taxation front, federal 
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personal income taxes as a per- 
centage of the economy remain 
virtually unchanged at 7.40% of 
GDP, higher than when the Liber- 
als came to power in 1993. 

And Ottawa continues to dine 
out on individual taxpayers to sa- 
tiate the lion’s share of its revenue 
appetite. In 2003/2004 personal 
income taxes alone will account 
for 47.12% of all federal revenues 
collected, their second highest 
level since 1993. 

There were a few bright lights 
in Minister Manley’s dark, big- 
time spending sky. Measures to 
phase out the corporate capital 
tax — as advocated by the CTF 
— will occur over the next five 
years. But if the feds really 
want to spur “innovation”, this 
$1.4 billion tax should be elimi- 
nated over two years maximum, 
not five. 

As well, Employment Insur- 
ance premiums will decrease in 
2004 by 12 cents for each $100 
dollars of insurable earnings. 
This translates into savings of 
$47 for employees and $65 for 
employers per each employee 


@6...this year’s budget continues 
to measure government 
performance by how much the 
government spends as opposed 


to evaluating what we’re 
getting for record levels of 
program spending.99 
-- Walter Robinson, 
CTF Federal Director 


at the maximum contribution 
level. However, payroll taxes 
are still up 40% over the past 
12 years (see chart on page 26) 
so this relief must be kept in 
perspective. 

The government announced 


that it was reducing the air trav- 
ellers security charge — aka the 
flying tax — by $5.00 on domestic 
flights reducing the total domes- 
tic round trip charge from $24 to 
$14. 

Budget 2003 announced a host 


of measures to address child pov- 
erty and family issues including 

a $935 million five-year national 
day care strategy. Again, Ottawa 
thinks it knows best. Instead of 
these measures and other income 
support schemes, the federal gov- 


Fiscal Year Program Year over Spending Spending Spending 
Spending Year Percentage Percentage Change Increase 
Percentage Change Since Since Since 
Change 1996-1997 2000-2001 1996-1997 
($billions) 
1993-1994 115.9 - - - - 
1994-1995 115.1 - 1.00 % - - - 
1995-1996 111.8 - 2.86 % - - - 
1996-1997 102.6 - 8.22 % - - - 
1997-1998 106.9 4.19% 4.19% - 4.3 
1998-1999 110.0 2.90 % 7.21 % - 7.4 
1999-2000 109.4 - 6.63 % - 6.8 
2000-2001 118.5 8.32 % 15.50 % - 15.9 
2001-2002 124.3 4.89 % 21.15 % 4.89 % 21.7 
2002-2003 138.6 11.50 % 35.09 % 17.85 % 36.0 
2003-2004 143.0 3.17 % 39.38 % 20.68 % 40.4 
2004-2005 149.6 4.62 % 45.81 % 26.24 % 47.0 
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Budget 2003; Awalk through the federal candy store 


ernment should adopt the CTF’s 
recommendation to hike the basic 
personal exemption and spousal 
exemption to $15,000 over five 
years. This 
would perma- 


with spending treats for every- 
one; sadly it is taxpayers that will 
suffer with fiscal tooth decay. 
Further debt reduction, gas tax 


cuts and a fundamental re-think of 
government will have to wait for a 
new Liberal leader or a change of 

government. = 


Payroll Taxes Paid by a $41,000 Employee (1993-2003) 


nently remove 


Calendar | El Rate per $100 | Total El Taxes CPP Rate per Total CPP Total Payroll 
Year of Earnings PaidTotal $100 of Earnings Taxes Paid Taxes Paid 


2.1 million 

Seared 1993 3.00 % $1,162.20 2.50 % $752.50 $1,914.70 
rolls and grant [i 3.07 % 1,197.30 2.60 % 806.00 2,003.30 
las aeone 1995 3.00 % 1,170.00 2.70 % 850.50 2,020.50 
earners the 1996 2.95 % 1,150.50 2.80 % 893.20 2,043.70 
dignity of 1997 2.90 % 1,131.00 3.00 % 969.00 2,100.00 
providing for — 1998 2.70 % 1,053.00 3.20 % 1,068.80 2,121.80 
their families. 1999 2.55 % 994.50 3.50 % 1,186.50 2,181.00 
Fr es . all, 2000 2.40 % 936.00 3.90 % 1,329.90 2,265.90 
adeet en 2001 2.25 % 877.50 4.30 % 1,496.40 2,373.90 
walk through 2002 2.20 % 858.00 470 % 1,673.20 2,532.20 
die federal 2003 2.10 % 819.00 4.95 % 1,810.80 2,620.90 
candy store 2004 1.98 % 772.70 4.95 % 1,810.80 2,583.00 


The Kyoto Protocol: the latest multi- billion dollar hit 


When the feds rushed 
to ratify the Kyoto Proto- 
col last December, they 
left a lot of questions 
unanswered. Chief among 
them was who is going to 
pay for it and how much 


will it cost? At the time, 
the federal government 
promised more information. And in February, the 
federal budget trumpeted billions for “investment” 
to promote sustainable development and a healthy 
environment. Guess who is paying for Kyoto? 

e Sustainable Development Technology Canada, 
is a foundation launched in 2001 with $100 million 
and will get another $250 million for 2003/04. Get 
ready for a $350 million boondoggle that will sub- 
sidize Kyoto friendly technologies. 

Canadian Foundation for Climate and Atmos- 
pheric Sciences was created in 2001 with $50 
million and will now receive another $60 million 
next year to — wait for it — study the weather. 
$3-billion for Kyoto friendly infrastructure over 
ten years guided by the proposition that projects 
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@6$60 million — wait 
for it — to study the 
weather.@® 


must contribute ‘toward achiev- 
ing objectives resulting from the 
Kyoto Protocol’. In other words: 
more public transit, fewer new 
roads. 

e Tax incentives for renewable energy including 
elimination of the 4.3 cents per litre tax on bio- 
diesel fuel. 

Not to be left out of the loop, Technology Part- 
nerships Canada, the Industrial Research 
Assistance Program and regional development 
agencies will all make Kyoto a priority. Each will 
be asked to demonstrate the extent to which their 
corporate welfare will contribute toward Kyoto 
objectives. 

Bad news for taxpayers. Ottawa has just been 
handed a politically correct rationale for corporate 
welfare: support Kyoto and save mother earth. As 
your CTF and others warned last year, these costs 
are just the tip of the proverbial Kyoto iceberg.m— 


Budget 2003; A walk through the federal candy store 


Rising gun registry costs: shooting from the hip 


Last December, the Audi- 
tor General (AG) delivered 
a scathing report on the 
federal government’s gun 
registry. The AG predict- 
ed the registry would cost 
$1-billion by 2005. 

Less than eight weeks 
later, the Liberals missed the 
target — again! Justice Min- 
ister Cauchon, after hiring 
two consultants, announced 
the gun registry would be 
transferred to the Ministry 
of the Solicitor General 
to — get this — save money! Yet only days later, he 
asked Parliament for another $172-million to fund 
the program. 

Instead of changing letterhead, what about con- 
trolling costs? The government has budgeted to 
spend $541.4-million over 10 years to make the reg- 
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@@But your CTF has run 
the numbers and, you 
guessed it, they don’t 
add up.9® 


istry work (yup, that’s another half 
billion dollars folks). But your 
CTF has run the numbers and, you 
guessed it, they don’t add up. If 
the government cannot bring costs 
in line quickly, the gun registry 
could top $2 billion by 2012. 

So, the feds will pour even more tax dollars into 
the gun registry and in 10 years it could cost 1,000 
times the original $2-million estimate. A good rule of 
thumb: when you’re in a hole, stop digging! 

The registry may not deter criminals, but it has 
taxpayers trembling._ 


Doublespeak: “We’re spending more money” 


Here are just a few of the 
clever phrases that Depart- 
ment of Finance spin-doc- 
tors dropped into this year’s 
Budget’s Speech to say 
“we’re spending more mon- 
ey” without saying “we’re 
spending more money:” 


e Federal support to health 
care will increase... 
Provides financing for... 
Funds are being targeted... 
A significant increase in the benefits... 

We are renewing our funding commitment ... 

I am announcing a new federal investment ... 
This budget extends our commitment ... 

This budget provides an additional investment ... 
This budget also provides new significant invest- 
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eel am 
announcing a 
new federal 
investment...® 


ments ... 
e Today’s budget dedi- 
cates new resources... 


e Weare also commit- 
ting funds today ... 
e We are making permanent a substantial federal 
contribution ... 
e | am proud to announce a bold new initiative ... 
e Today we reaffirm our commitment to the renewal 
of ... 
There you have it. Fourteen new ways to say 
spend, without saying spend.m= 


You asked for It... 


The $674 billion US tax relief package. 


number of calls and e-mails 
have asked about proposed 
ax cuts in the United States. 


In January, US President George W. 
Bush sent a budget proposal to Con- 
gress, that could reduce US income 
taxes by as much as US$674 billion. 
Renewed vigour for income tax cuts 
south of the border is in stark contrast 
with Finance Minister John Manley’s 
recipe for no tax relief and runaway 


by Bruce Winchester 
National 
Research Director 


income tax cuts. Already approved and 
scheduled to come into effect by 2008, 
the president’s proposal to Congress 
would see these changes take place imme- 
diately, in 2003. 

When fully implemented, a family 
of four in the US earning US$40,000 
(CND$62,000) will pay no federal in- 
come tax. 

When comparing the Canadian and 
US federal income tax systems, there are 


federal spending. 

We already know that Canadians are 
falling behind the US when it comes to tax relief. 
Tax Freedom Day, the first day of the year we start 
working for ourselves, is two full months earlier 
in the US — April 27" versus June 28" in Canada. 
If President Bush’s tax cuts are approved, then 
taxpayers in Canada can expect to fall even further 
behind. 

The most highly publicized part of the Bush 
tax reduction plan is his proposal to change the 
so-called double taxation of dividends. Unlike the 
Canadian tax system, where dividends are actually 
taxed at a lower rate than income, the US system 
is far more punitive. 

Bush’s decision to offer this kind of tax break 
is not surprising given the negative impact of the 
recent stock market meltdown on the US econo- 
my. By offering lower taxes on dividends, both 
companies and investors will be more likely to 
seek out stock market gains from dividends rather 
than from higher stock values. The hope is that 
the stock market will produce more predictable 
gains, while encouraging skittish investors back 
into the market and help the US economy get back 
on track. 

What is of greater interest to Canadian tax- 
payers, is the President’s proposal to accelerate 


some key differences. Most noteworthy 

of these is the opportunity in the US to 
opt for an itemized personal deduction. This ap- 
proach is quite different from our basic personal ex- 
emption and spousal exemption credits. In Canada, 
the maximum value of these items is only $14,342, 
which results in a tax credit of $2,294 — regardless of 
one’s income level. 

By contrast, in the US, federal itemized deductions 
may include some of the following: medical expens- 
es, state and local taxes paid, interest on mortgages, 
and even the cost of filing a tax return. 

According to the IRS, the following average item- 
ized deductions were noted in the 2000 income tax 
year: 

At the bottom end, the tax savings resulting from 
itemized deductions reduce taxable income by about 


Income between: Total 
Deduction: 
$31,000 & $46,000 $24,000 
$46,000 & $77,000 $26,000 
$77,000 & $116,000 $30,000 
$200,000 & greater $183,000 


by Bruce Winchester 


half. At the same time as incomes rise, the 
value of these deductions rise more slowly. 
It is also important to keep in mind that un- 
like the Canadian basic personal exemption 
and spousal credit, these itemized deductions 
actually reduce the amount of income 
that is taxed. 

But the differences don’t end there. 
The table below compares Canadian and 
US income tax rates and thresholds in Ca- 
nadian dollars taking into account the Bush 
tax reductions announced in January. 

There are a couple of things worth noting 
here. First, married tax filers in the US are 
subject to higher income thresholds: almost fis 
twice as high as those for single filers. In ( J A 


with maximum basic credit of either $2,294 for a 
married filer or $1,240 for a single tax filer. 

With these differences it is not hard to see how a 
family in the US earning CND$62,000 would 
actually pay no federal taxes. Of course 

being an average Canadian family, 

earning $62,000 would certainly re- 
sult in a tax bill from Ottawa. 
Despite the recent musings of Min- 
ister Manley, the US federal income 
tax regime provides for 
much lower taxes than we 
enjoy here in Canada. We 
have certainly made some 
small gains, but if the ac- 
celerated tax relief proposed 
by President Bush is adopted, 
we are going to fall even further 
behind.» 


Canada, a married tax filer may only claim 

a spousal credit. Second, itemized deduc- 

tions reduce taxable income. As a result, a 

tax filer in the US earning $46,000 with an 

average itemized exemption would actu- | 
ally only pay tax on $22,000 of income, 

exposing that income to a tax rate of 10% 4 
and 15%. When contrasted with an / 
identical case in Canada, income is /! in the US — April 27" versus June 
exposed to a rate of 16% and 22%, 28" in Canada. 


Frist second | Tove [Foun | rim | sath 


Canada Threshold (Federal): 


Tax Freedom Day, the first day 
of the year we start working for 
ourselves, is two full months earlier 


$0 - $32,183-  $64,368- $104,548 N/A N/A 
32,183 64,368 104,548 = 
Rate 16.0% 22.0% 26.0% 29.0% N/A N/A 


USA Threshold (Federal): 


$0 - $9,195 - $42,143- $100,454 $209,566 $453,006 
ies) 42,143 100,454 -209,566 - 453,006 = 
Rate 10.0% 15.0% 25.0% 28.0% 33.0% 35.0% 


Send your questions to: Bruce Winchester c/o Canadian Taxpayers Federation 


Suite 512 - 130 Albert Street, Ottawa, ON K1P 5G4 
Fax: (613) 234-7748 E-mail: brucewin@on.aibn.com 
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Each month, CTF offices in five provinces and Ottawa handle hundreds of media interviews and inquiries, hold 
press conferences, publish reports, make presentations to governments and issue regular news releases, 
commentaries and publications to advocate the common interest of taxpayers. CTF representatives also speak 
at functions and organize major campaigns nationally and in the provinces that lead to public policy change. 
The following highlights activities for the months of January and February 2003: 


JANUARY ALBERTA: Director John Car- 
pay makes CTF recommendations 
FEDERAL: President George for the province’s 2003 budget 
Bush sends a US$674-billion tax to Finance Minister Pat Nelson. 
cut proposal to the Congress. Di- The submission titled “Keeping 
rector Walter Robinson calls the the Promise” focuses on spending 
.. proposal a wake-up call for restraint and reversing recent tax 
3 . the Chretien government hikes. 
Sesksichewan: pointing out that if passed, 


Moving from have-not to go-to 
{ 


_ of four earning US$40,000 the CTF reveals that the province’s 

(CND$62,000) would pay $12-million sound stage, which 

no federal income tax. opened one year ago, is sitting 
empty 59% of the time. Of just six 
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a typical American family SASK: Information obtained by 


f . 
Recommendations jor the 


2003 Saskatchewan Provincial Budget reveals Industry Minister David MacLean also criticized a 
Mary-Ann Mihychuk and further $19-million poured into the 
| three bureaucrats spent government’s ill-fated land registry 
$34,000 on a trip to crown bringing total taxpayer sup- 
China “to help increase port to over $100-million. Formed 
| business”. No word yet in 1996 to sell software, the Crown 


hat ‘business’ came has yet to land a single customer. 


‘ wc about. ; ; 
In his submission to the SASK: Director David Ma- 
provincial government, cLean spoke at gatherings in both 
Saskatchewan director ONTARIO: Durecror John we Watrous and Regina related to rural 
siti eaueraaie ea ed ete with nin school and property taxes: ‘In Sas- 
ae ed schoo baie ae anet Ecker to present the katoon, David successfully spoke 
ee CTF $ 2003 pre-budget recommen- against a SUMA resolution calling 
intervention. dations. John also issues a state- 


. . for a municipal sales tax. 
ment in response to a spending-lad- 


en Liberal Economic Plan. NATIONAL: The CTF’s book 


Tax Me I’m Canadian enters a 
FEDERAL: The CTF reacts second printing and registers #4 on 
angrily to political financing legis- _the national best sellers list. Au- 
lation that increases grants to po- thor Mark Milke tours Ontario in 
litical parties by $150-million and support of the book making several 


further enhances their charitable appearances on radio and TV talk 
tax status. [See story page 12] shows. 
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FEBRUARY 


CAPC: Director Tanis Fiss begins 
a cross-country tour in support of 
the Centre’s position paper The 
Lost Century with stops in Win- 
nipeg (including the Aboriginal 
Peoples’ Network) and in Regina. 
She is scheduled for Calgary, Ed- 
monton and Ottawa in March 


MANITOBA: Director Adrienne 
Batra reacts quickly in opposing a 
trial balloon floated by Winnipeg 
Mayor Glen Murray suggesting 

a 1% municipal sales tax. Also 

at City Hall, Adrienne blows the 
cover off a plan by councillors that 
would enhance their pensions by 
changing the rules that calculate 
the non-taxable portion of their 
salaries. 


SASK: As part of the CTF’s pre- 
budget consultation, Director Da- 
vid MacLean meets with Finance 
Minister Eric Cline and presents 
8,500 petitions in support of a 
review and reduction of school 
taxes on property. The CTF’s sub- 
mission to the Minister focuses on 
lifting the burden of government 
off the economy. 


BC: Director Victor Vrsnik gives 
a mixed review to a BC Budget 
that forecasts better-than-expected 
debt and deficit numbers but sharp- 
ly criticizes a whack of property 
and gas tax hikes. Just prior to 

the budget, Victor wrote a letter to 
Finance Minister Gary Collins call- 
ing for a reduction in gas taxes. 


FEDERAL: Director Walter Rob- 
inson conducts over 50 interviews 
in response to the most interven- 


tionist federal budget 


since the Trudeau era 
with spending up dou- 
ble the combined rate 
of inflation and pop- 
ulation growth. [See 
story page 24] 


SASK: The CTF files 
a complaint with the 
RCMP’s commercial 
crime unit over the 
government’s poten- 
tially criminal mis- 
handling of the Spud- 


CTF Urges Government to Get Back on 


Tax Relief Freeway 


co affair and loss of 
$28-million tax dollars. 


ALBERTA: Director John Car- 
pay meets with Alberta Learning 
Minister Lyle Oberg to discuss 
the CTF’s education reform 
paper titled Excellence in Edu- 
cation Through Accountability 
and Choice. Since the paper’s 
release in November, Premier 
Klein has made supportive pub- 
lic comments on merit pay for 
teachers. 


Activity Report 
January and February 2003 


Media 
Interviews 


Ottawa 236 
BC 122 
Ontario 116 
Alberta 101 
Manitoba 99 
Sask 79 
CAPC* 39 


* CAPC: Centre for Aboriginal Policy Change. 


Ontario Director John 
Williamson in his pre- 
budget submission 

to demands the Tory 
government honour its 
tax-cut commitments. 


Events/ Speeches/ 
Letters/Releases/ 
Reports/Meetings/Etc. 


A aaa a a a aa ae aa aaa a aaa a aaa a aaa oa a aaa a aa aaa a aaa" a "aaa" oa aaa a a a aaa a aaa" a "aaa a aaa" a aaa a "a" Baa a a" Baa a aa aa aa" aa aa aa aaa "a aaa a oe a" a Das 


31 


CIDA Grant: 


Created in 1968, the Canadian International Development 
Agency (CIDA) delivers Canada’s third world development 


assistance. 


CIDA does not give money directly to foreign countries. 
Once CIDA approves a project, it then contracts the work to a 
Canadian company or group to do the work. For years critics 
from inside and outside the development assistance community 
have questioned CIDA’s efforts at delivering real assistance, 
noting that grants are more often about propping up Canadian 
firms than they are about helping many of the world’s poorest 


countries. 


Recipient - Count 


What is perhaps more astounding, is that February's Budget 
increased CIDA’s budget by as much as 8%, or $353 million this 


year and every year until 2010. By then, Canadian development 


billion. 


assistance will have doubled, clocking in at an astounding $4 


The following is a list of some of the grants handed out in 
fiscal year 2000-01. This list includes the name of the group re- 
ceiving the funding, the country recipient, purpose and amount. 
Note: The Information provided by the federal government was 
not complete in every instance and we have reprinted the abbre- 


viations as they were supplied in the data. 


- Purpose - $Amount 


ABB Distribution, Protection and Control, 


Victoria To Kapassenl ........c..scccsecseessees $30,000 
Affinity Productions Ltd., International, No Time For 
Pla ores sce fone deriteen wetter dite cect nasties $8,000 
Aga Khan Foundation Canada, Constitution Square, 
Bangladesh, Braciakfc.............eccccseeee $1,0272 
Aga Khan Foundation Canada, Constitution Square, 
Bangladesh, .......cssccsessssecseesseeseens $1,598,576 
Aga Khan Foundation Canada, Constitution Square, 
Pakistan, Phase IV uo... eee $821,000 
Aga Khan Foundation Canada, Constitution Square, 
PAKIStAN sists. cctaaientnnleccimeaeanst $8,653,841 
Agriculture Environmental Renewal, Canada Inc., 
India, Sorghum Hybrid Development For India... 
$16,962 
Agriteam Canada, Bangladesh, Bosh Health & Pop 


ROOM cissisannciannrndwaniarn $614,374 
Agriteam Canada, Bangladesh, Poultry Sector Dev 
PROC CE cssces eter civenetenstiertclecetsnstioneses $1,011,695 
Agriteam Canada, Bangladesh, Urban Serv.& 
Advocacy For Gender Equality.............. $984,877 
Agriteam Canada, China, Basic Human Needs in 
TID Gt szeevssteteceecaseeen stat raarentiacusted. th $459,597 
Agriteam Canada, China, BIODIV. Protection & 
Comm. DevV. i [Males $12,688 
Agriteam Canada, China, Dev. Lean Swine Produc- 
HOI oscar cecpsscecatinserxectemic teeresorey eared $1,507,510 
Agriteam Canada, China, Min. of Agricul Feed Ind. 
Centre $914,780 
Agriteam Canada, China, Public Sector Reform 
PROGIAM 3 :.csccccscsestechessserpelocssareetereanese: $686,093 
Agriteam Canada, DG/Strategic Planning & Policy, 
Program Support FUNG... $12,352 
Agriteam Canada, India, India Private Sector Devel- 
OPME Nts. tacetitentiinicakaeee $1,239,761 
Agriteam Canada, Indonesia, Womens Support 
PLOlCCh 2. atdie2te fantetictcasitenlihtanies $2,135,612 
Agriteam Canada, Nepal, WECS Institutional Devel- 
OPM Mb ss fs: sess sevsssccsteveivssectiarestvestareanae’s $55,825 
Agriteam Canada, Philippines, Local Govt Suppt 
Enhancement... $1,329,962 


Agrodev Canada Inc., Bangladesh, Program Initia- 


$40,639 
Agrodev Canada Inc., China, China Pgm Assessm 
B PIANG sacssevecisssseedesrerxcstorrtidennecel $2,200 
Agrodev Canada Inc., South East Asia Regional, 
APOC = 'Phaselll wii .ccschutdcaianichs. $28,850 
Agrodev Canada Inc., South East Asia Regional, 
APOG = Phase ll iccicartrasenizesinsices $808,488 
Alberta International, (Buet Linkage Project), Bang- 
ladesh, Inst Linkages Il ..........seseeeee $312,165 
Alcatel Canada Inc, Bolivia, Canadian Monetization 
$303,266 
Alcatel Canada Inc, Ecuador, Ecuador Cdn Moneti- 
ZatioN PrOjOCt ........eeeceeseeteeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeees 264,118 
Alcatel Canada Inc., China, Digital Tele- 
communications Training Proj............... $122,475 
Alconsult International Limited, China, Oil/Gas 
Technology Transfer 
Alliance Des Radios Communautaires, Du Canada, 
International... $60,000 


Alliance of Manufacturers and Exporters Canada, 
Africa, CABSA Project 2nd Phase......... $687,173 
Alliance of Manufacturers and Exporters Canada, 
Indonesia, Indonesia Business 
DeVelOpMent.........sccesseecsseesstecseesseessees $650,400 
Alliance of Manufacturers and Exporters Canada, 
Indonesia; PEP ccccccssscscecevsevesceteinevene $100,000 
Alliance of Manufacturers and Exporters Canada, 
Indonesia, Pep Pilot Project.............. $507,158 
Alliance of Manufacturers and Exporters Canada, 
Southern Africa, CABSA Project........... $145,814 
Alliance of Manufacturers and Exporters, South 
America, Southern Cone Techno 
Transfer. $201,609 
Allied Pickfords, South East Asia Regional, Sea 
Fund for Inst. & Leg. DeV. ....ccessecseceeene $4,877 
Alternatives Inc., China, Pgm To Supp Govne & Civ 
SOC Mit... eeeesseseecccssseeseesssteseesssneteeeeensess $10,943 
Alternatives Inc., India, Indian NGOs - Prospects 
and Constraints... $30,000 


Aviation Transport Trg... $74,678 
AMEC E8&C Services Limited, China, Strategic 

Energy Planning 
Amoco Canada, Senegal... 


Apinunmahakul, Amornat, Thailand, ............. $7,368 
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ARA KPMG, China, Civil Aviation 
MANS POlt. :scscveetssccetcevacetienviecceielnescae $16,283 
ARA KPMG, China, Comp Transport Mgmt Training 
$25,267 
ARA KPMG, China, Transport Syst. 


Arbex Forest Resource Consultants. Ltd., South 
East Asia Regional, Prog. Sup. 


UNG cess cose sesrncns ete eerrasnttar ciety $46,885 
Artypac Automation Inc, Costa Rica, Cr Init. For Intl 
Competitiveness ........scecsecsecssecsseecseens $83,596 


Asavapichayont, Panida, Thailand .... ve $1,238 
Asavapichayont, Panida, Thailand ..............- 
Asavapichayont, Panida, Thailand..............+ 
Asia Pacific Foundation of Canada, South East Asia 


Regi0nal a.cacssesntanivinnunakiade $700,000 
Asia Pacific Foundation of Canada, South East Asia 
Regional, Cdn Educ Centres ................ $888,385 
Asia Pacific Foundation of Canada, South East 
Asia, Gender Equity Project................ $169,753 
Assembly of First Nations, Hemispheric, Participa- 
tion SOCCIMA sicincaiansndiatiden: $45,000 


Assembly of First Nations, International Conference 
$25,0000 
Asterisk Productions Ltd, International, The Man We 


Called Juan Carlos .....cescccssscssecsseecseesees $5,000 
Atlantic CED Institute, International, We Can’t Walk 
AlONG 2 Seisseictstasician do aerate $2,000 
Atlantis Global Solutions, Zambia.............. $374,358 
Atlas Copco Construction & Mining, Southern Africa, 
Rail Transportation.......c..cccccesecsseesees $260,697 
AWS Communications Inc., DG/Strategic Planning 
& Policy Program Support 
UNG aus insescrd cadences etratnccan eaters $2,812 
Bailey, Bruce Morgan, Bangladesh, Program Initia- 
LIVES cscisicssccsvversesnsistarsectistvatcessiisiaesassentte $2,795 
Bailey, Bruce Morgan, Philippines, General Proj & 
PIOG Exp iscccedispvcseetsandccctioncccagnernes $2,795 
Banff Television Foundation, International, Cameras 
ANG COMM GL esis catseicecstassgvecsseceartesszsasiiess $20,000 
Banff Television Foundation, International, Dev Info 
PROQIAM is cceceresinsctersntnteriesccedeniectenien $6,050 
Banque Amex Du Canada, Indonesia, EMDI Phase 
Wetsescctttenssdesavihecheiar neni tarentviarsediansee $945 


Barer Engineering Company. Costa Rica, Int'l 
Competitiveness ........scecsesseesseesseeeseens $69,200 


Beauchemin-Beaton-Lapointe Inc., Bangladesh, 


Rall scrssavatiiens ate aunrnd asians $1,824,437 
Bell, Joan, China, Climate Change.............. $36,651 
Belle-Isle, Lucie, Indonesia, Womens Support 

Project II $31,625 
Better Business Bureau Mainland BC, Malaysia, 

Training & Visits 0... $5,882 
Beverly Guest and Associates, Philippines, General 

Proj & Prog EXD ...csccsscssesecssssssessesessssesoseses $1,800 
Black Spring Pictures Inc., International, Kosovo 

Diary: Forensic Chapter.......c...cccsesssecsees $5,000 
BMH Systems Ltd, Asia, Manufacturing Concrete 

Batching Equipment............cccsececseces $19,451 
Bombardier Inc, Asia, Kuala Lumpur 

IR T sesuctesczactssatscpzcteczsiact zcanesetcseustle $1,796,389 
Boralex Inc, Americas Bureau, 

HyCrOGlectric......ccescssecsseecssesstecsnecssseeseees $22,312 
Boyd, Brian, India, Ag Drainage & Land Develop- 

MOMs sessicctsstecctsanniscsizat scan evaceaipeanes $59,277 


Brady, Michael, South East Asia, Regional Sea Fire 
Danger Rating System $28,037 
Brem, Maxwell, DG/Strategic Planning & Policy, 
Program Support FUN... $3,440 
Brian Helm Associates Ltd, Pakistan, Community 
Betterment Demonstration... $10,239 
Bridges Consulting, China, Legal Aid & Community 
Level Leg Services... $26,741 
British Columbia Hydro Int'l Ltd, Brazil, Lessons 
learned SYMPOSIUM.........cecseessecsseecseesees $6,234 
British Columbia Hydro Int'l Ltd, Brazil, Technology 
Transfer Project ........cccsecssecseesseecseees $244,162 
Bull, GA., China, Biodiv. Protection & Comm. Dev. 


CAC International, South East Asia Regional, APOC 
PHASE iicssenccciserccerisnsaiccemrosncoeorncts $43,161 
CAC International, South East Asia Regional, Prog. 
Sup. Fund $34,645 
Cadieux, Michel, Sri Lanka, Program Support Unit 
PH oestescststscescaresseetiaagitecivncteadesets $86,348 
Calian, Thailand, Golden Jubilee Training & Visits... 
$3,430 
Campbell Fred (Dr.), Dg/Strategic Planning & Policy, 
Telecommunications ........:.sccsseeseceeee $5,435 
Campbell. Fred (Dr.), Bangladesh................. $6,620 
Canada Bangladesh Infrastructure, Consultants, 
Bangladesh, TA: Infrastructure Invest Projcanadi- 


MN stacircanisrareceatisentaamerameanteaiinnce $908,566 
Canadian Auto Workers, International, Tools For 

ANI ioeccecssssvescstevstestensioareacsidavnectincanices $40,000 
Canadian Bank Note Company, Ltd 

Ml eiscccucsts As cstecosetnecrcrestttcatevotele ccsaote $449,250 


Canadian Broadcasting Corporation, International, 
Hospital at the End of the World ... $12,136 
Canadian Chamber of Commerce, Philippines, Priv. 


Ent. Accel. Res. LiNK........csssssseeee $1,494,225 
Canadian Co-Operative Assoc, China, Njiang 
Women’s Income Generation .............+. $658,362 
Canadian Co-Operative Association, Indonesia, 
INCODAP - PHASE Il ......c::seeeesees $1,101,736 
Canadian Executive Service, Organization, Philip- 
pines, Business Advisory P...........-0++ $387,736 
Canadian Human Rights Foundation, International, 
Paroles De Droits 99-301 .......cseseseeeeee $1,388 
Canadian Innovation Centre, India, Special Proj & 
Prog Exp. Camadian.....c.ccccssecssessecseeene $2,000 


Canadian International Water and, Energy Con- 
sultant, Nepal, WECS Institutional Development 
Collaborative ciciecscccscasssccvenaieaens $1,413,738 


Canadian Museum of Nature, Bangladesh, Program 
Mit ARIES sssocccecsesisccervensecccacwaseccsznenrecens $1,348 

Canadian Teacher’s Federation, Federation 
Canadienne, International, Review of Current 
Education 

Canadian Wilderness Videos and Productions, 
International, Coffee: Brewing 


Controversy 
Canora Asia Inc., Indonesia, Collaborative Env. 
PRO[OCU sss. :ciscdssanscverscsnstadieensecteiilactates $2,789,229 
Canora Asia Inc., Indonesia, Collaborative Env. 
PrOjOGl csi. scccsiccsatsccesiveacceceiveestcdicibeies $1,672,109 
Canpotex Ltd, El Salvador, Canada-El Salvador 
De: FUNDS caessscissisiievesssaisiosteenndss $1,999,445 
Canpotex Ltd, Nicaragua... $2,439,017 


Center For International Forestry, Research Sin- 
dang, Indonesia, Kaltim Social Forestry Project.. 
$119,740 

Centrale Des Syndicats Du Quebec- Haiti....... $660 

Centrale Des Syndicats Du Quebec- 

International ... $5,000 

Centre For Community Leadership Ltd, China, 
Gansu Employment Program $14,971 

Chenier, Daniel, Dev Info Program.... 

CIBC - Trade Finance Division, Russia, Bank 


Mentorship Project.......c..scscssecssecseesseenes $9,749 
CIBC - Trade Finance Division, Russia, Financial 
Intermediation Project... $213,849 
CIDE Ryerson Corp, Brazil, Professional Training ... 
$42,961 
Cineflix Productions Inc., International, C. Gi- 
annou-On The Border Od Abyss ............ $50,000 
Circular Journey Productions, International, The 
Circular JOUrNCY........scccssecseecstecssesesneenes $50,000 
Colucci, Pablo E. (Dr.), Bangladesh, Poultry Sector 
DOV Project iccs isi cccccssevescevsizeracesaciztuacescss $25,149 
Coming Home Films Inc., International, Voyagers of 
WG IHO alt iscscccsatsenceteienennies: $25,000 
Community Foundations of Canada, International, 
Our MillenniuM.......... cesses $10,000 
Community Foundations of Canada, International, 
Our Millenniui..........ceeesseeessesseeeeesees $100,000 


Community Information and Epidemiological Tech- 
nolog, Pakistan, The Democratic Governance .... 
$28,140 

Community Programs Group, International, A 
Distant VOYaQ@.......scecsecssesseesseecseesseees $71,000 

Conference Board of Canada, China, Public Policy 
Options Project ........ceccsecseesseeseeees $1,623,983 

Conference Board of Canada, South East Asia, 
Regional, APEC PHASE Il........:.sses0 $943,953 

Conference Board of Canada, Vietnam, Financial 
Management Project 


Conor Pacific Environmental, g 
Thailand, Prgrm Sup. Fund. .........e:e $27, 741 
Conor Pacific Environmental, Consulting Inc., 
Thailand, Program Support Fund........... $52,150 
Conservation Corps Nfld/Labrador, International, 
Eco-Tourism in Costa Rica .........cse $34,130 


Consultation Nadeau int Inc., Philippines, Entre- 
preneur Support Project..........eseseee $634,308 
Cooperative Des Travailleuses de, International, 
Cheque Goutte D’@ au... $52,250 
Cowater International Inc., Bangladesh, BWDB 
Accting-Modernization ..........sccssecseeee $302,884 
Cowater International Inc., Bangladesh, Policy & 
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Advocacy & Gender Equality .............. $791,685 
Cowater International Inc., China, Cda-China Higher 


QUOC i esses ccitics ns scedetesncicle bass iscaresnetentasts $7,385 
Cowater International Inc., India, Special Proj & 

POG EXP ..ssscssssssesssssesssescsssescess .. $25,596 
Cowater International Inc., Indonesia.......... $17,932 
Cowater International Inc., Indonesia, Islamic 

Higher Education .........ccccscsseesseesseeseenes $1,338 
Cowater International Inc., Pakistan............ $10,746 


Cowater International Inc., Pakistan, Pakistan 


Environment Program.......c.scscscsesee $826,908 
Cowater International Inc., Pakistan, SAP Commu- 
NICATION PLOjOCE ......4..sesecssscceecsesessssaseee $543,798 


Cowater International Inc., Pakistan, Social Policy & 
Dev Centre $249,980 
Cox Hanson O'Reilly Matheson, South Pacific, 


Ocean Dev't Prog. .....sesssesssecsseecsecssecsees $4,260 
CPCS Transcom Ltd., Vietnam, Inland Waterways 
(Rural Inftast)is.ccccsesicvenusenea $2,022,340 


CTI Equipment, A Division of Federal Equipment Inc 
Rail, Southern Africa, Rail 


TRANS POlt SS 22ss2hevessercotindaideintencseets $174,770 
D &S International Consultants Ltd, Pakistan, Oil & 
Gas Sector Program Pakistan ............... $51,208 


Daltech/Greenfield Rsch Consortium, Daltech 
Dalhous, India, Boiler Emission 


WU PONEMG: scsscssscsscsesiocsneceesssteetse leant $394,130 
Davies, Ward & Beck, Indonesia, Indonesia Govern- 
ANCE FUNG. ..escesscsssecsecssecssessecssecseesseeseeeses $8,000 


Deborah Fletcher & Associates, Dev Info Program.. 
$64,752 

Dessau-Soprin Inc. Suite 500, China, Energy 
Efficiency in BIAS. .........:.:ssssseseeee $986,479 

Developpement Internationale, Desjardins Inc., 
Vietnam, Assistance Technique Au Fin. Rural 
(DIG) cXecutectigsitetentinnee Canazernienneste $241,012 

DPA Group International Inc., C/0 DPA Group/Kpm, 
Philippines, Policy, Training & TA Facility $28,296 

DPA Group International Inc., C/0 DPA Group/Kpm, 
Thailand, Natural Resources Management Pro... 
$646,765 

Draper, John Michael, Bangladesh, Policy & Advo- 


cacy & Gender Equality 0... $5,776 
Duguid, Chris, Bangladesh...........cscseseeee $700 
Durand, Monique, International, A l’aube D’un 

Millonaire oo csssseseseeeee $7,645 
ET Jackson & Associates Ltd, Bangladesh, Rural 

Bittaheen Inst Prog ou... $1,328,978 
ET Jackson & Associates Ltd, China, Education 


jackson & Associates Ltd, South East Asia 


Regional, Gender Equity Project............ $90,430 
ET Jackson & Associates Ltd, Vietnam, Capacity 
Dev. & Enabling Env. .........:cccssseeeee $433,102 


E2 Management Corporation, DG/Strategic Plan- 
ning & Policy, Program Support 


FUNG: 3sctcustiaies dies Picactagsshancteevhasteaeiaiaty $4,837 
ECI Consulting, Bangladesh, Dampara Design & 
MONItOFING oo... cesseecsseesssecsstesssecsseeesnecsseeess $24,391 


ECI Consulting, Bangladesh, Md. Panel of Experts . 
$63,933 

Edwinna Von Baeyer Communication, DG/Strategic 
Planning & Policy, Program Support Fund $5,200 

EMP Financial Advisors, LLC, South Asia Regional, 
Globalization How Affects Dev. Countries$25,000 

Equiterre, International, Un Juste Café....... $50,000 

Ernst & Young Corporate Finance Inc, South Pacific 
Cda-S. Pac Ocean Devt 


- $Amount 


PYOG) sscssissntsiceiitstytecdsarv ern enestehianiieests $11,375 
Ernst & Young LLP, Indonesia, Cooperation in 
Financial Sector Reform... $2,869,230 
ESSA/SNC Lavalin VCEP Consortium, 
Vietnam .... $985,768 
ESSA/SNC Lavalin VCEP Consortium, Vietnam, 
Vn-Cda Environment Proj.) ........:0e $586,787 
EVS Environment Consultants Inc., Asean, Marine 
Science Can/Asean Coop........c:seceee $26,089 
Experco International Ltee, Vietnam, VSTRF (Viet- 
nam Retraining Fund)... $257,072 
Experco International Ltee, Vietnam, VSTRF (Viet- 
nam Retraining Fund)... $108,959 
Experco-Stikeman Elliott Int'l, Vietnam, Policy 
Implementation Assistance...........++ $1,648,785 
Exploration Productions Inc., International, Bush- 
meat: Slaughter of the Apes... $77,000 
Federation of Cdn Municipalities, China, China 
Integrated Municipal DeV..............:08 $300,000 
Femmes En Focus Inc., Dev Info 
Program $52,706 
Ferranti-Packard Transformer Ltd, Guinea, Barrage 
Hydro El@ctriq....c.sscessseecseesseecsecsssessees $899,994 
Ferrazzi, Gabriel, Indonesia, SPPE............... $5,000 
Focus Video-Film (9029 1949 Qc Inc), International, 
MISSION isseannsinnrnneditncranied: $30,000 
Focus Video-Film, International 
MISSION: aisesclstienclagriacdsadocananesin $20,000 
Foreign Affairs & Int'l Trade, Technical/Strategic 
Management, Jica Exchange ...........0:0+ $1,562 
Foreign Affairs & Int'l Trade, Technical/Strategic 
Management, Jica Exchange ............... $292,349 
Forum Fisheries Agency, South Pacific, Program/ 
Technical SUPPOFt ........esecsessseeeseesseeees $10,000 
Forum Fisheries Agency, South Pacific, Program/ 
Technical SUPPOFt .......ceseecseesseecseesseeees $10,000 


Foundation For International Training, China, 
Jiangsu SME Applied Mgnt & Env 
Pil svactiniincietvocnaasticva gonads $715,733 
Foundation For International Training, China, 
Jiangsu SME Applied Mgnt & Env Prj.......... $356 
Frameline Productions, International, Making A 


DiffeP6NG6 sss sccsisieayeccitieeatsectesivenccaeivansjecdicn $5,000 
Francescutti, Paul, International, The Heartlinks 
CONMECHON:.2i.cscssreiessrsciecaatancaccntieicderss $2,900 


Francois Siest, India, Telecom Operations Project... 
$1,793 
Fulcrum Consultants Inc., Bangladesh, Rural 


Bittaheen Inst Prog ....c.sseessecsecsseecseees $19,870 
Fulcrum Consultants Inc., Thailand, Program 
SUpPOFt FUNG ccssscsesscsssecssiecsdatgcleetacasseies $20,295 


Fulcrum Consultants Inc., Vietnam, Micro-Ent & 
Rural Dev Ph II 
Fundacao ETADEP, East 


Dev Proj in Loes Valley..........::cscceeee $50,000 
Gagnon, GeorgetTe, China, Legal Aid & Community 
Level Leg Services ........seessessecseeseens $32,859 


Gagnon, Georgette, India, Special Proj & Prog Exp. 
$40,639 
GAIA Corporation, Vietnam, Info. 


TOG sciertuceenvarcnan nahin atu $1,077,895 
Gardner Pinfold Consulting. Economists, India, Teri/ 

Canada Energy Efficiency «00... $31,130 
Gebec Inc, Technical & Strategic Management, TSA 

Data-Technical & Management..............+. $2,675 
Gebec Inc., Vietnam, Rural Fin. 

OUI ACH as cccicsan deeoveaiecateneeanatiectys $6,620 


GEC Global Environmental, Consultants, Vietnam, 


VCEP: Phase isi cccacainceta htaccess $43,461 
General Assembly Production Centre, International, 
Canada’s Two Cents Worth uu... $22,750 
General Electric Canada Inc, Guinea, Barrage 
Hydro Electrique.... $917,505 
General Motors Canada, Southern Africa, Rail 
Transport Program... $189,923 
Geospatial International Inc., Cambodia, Land Mine 
Development Project 00... $1,714,153 
Global Change Game Inc., International, Global 
Chge Game: Intemet .........ccccscccsecssessees $2,900 
Global Economics, Malaysia, Mier 
Phased. isicansivcrennecnshdanaueasath $262 
Global Economics, Thailand, 
TIDRIPHASE Il ssitcisssssenssecsesczsteessansceetscanty $2,418 
Goss Gilroy Inc. Technical & Strategic Management, 
TSA DATA-Technical & 
Management .......c.scceesceseceeseeeseeeeees $5,205 
Goss Gilroy Inc., DG/Strateglc Planning & Policy, 
Program Support FUN... $9,040 
Goss Gilroy Inc., India, Women Planning For 
CHANGE scsseyesess Zetessaatlatiandettnntiietarsas $5,351 
Goss Gilroy Inc., Indonesia O17, 
Goss Gilroy Inc., Pakistan .......0...eccceeee $13,580 
Goss Gilroy Inc., Pakistan... $6,997 
Goss Gilroy Inc., Pakistan, Dev of Women Health 
Professionals .....c.cscscsesssssssesesees $22,470 
Goss Gilroy Inc., South East Asia Regional, Prog. 
SUD FUNG: eeita seed tanec Mestercctrha nicest $23,358 
Goss Gilroy Inc., Technical & Strategic Management 
$1,470 
Goss Gilroy Inc., Technical & Strategic Management 


$10,305 
Government of India, C/O Bank of Canada, India, 


Ag Drainage & Land DeV.......ccsesecsees $61,800 
Graybridge Int'l Consulting Inc., Cambodia, Pro- 
gram Support Unit...... 
Graybridge Int'l Consulting Inc., 
Support Unit Phase Ill... 
Groupe Columbia Communications Inc., Internation- 
al, Dev Info Program.......cesssssssessecsseesseesees $556 
Groupe PVA Inc., International, Emission 
JOUNGSSO 6 cesccsviccessiecceteetaunscnbiescr $95,000 
Groupe TVA Inc., International, Emissions Speciales 
S. DUrIVAGC16 ....eeseccseecsseesseesseesseesseeeee $90,000 
Growth Connections, China, Econ. Reform/Linkag- 
CS tticcossurec eens $23,280 
Harcourt, Peter, International, Dev Info 
PLOGRAM: sixccesctstarceexdeonnucte ton wccttviriaivedi $9,100 
Hatfield Consultants Limited, Vietnam, Vietnam 
Retraining FUN ......cccssecsecsseessecsseeesees $39,173 
Heartland Pictures, International, 
Renewal .... 
Heartland Pictures, International, Wiring the Devel- 
CODING: WONG sctecsesccseccccasceeeveseatacsssayevigctecias $5,000 


Helen Trevor Thomas Consulting Ltd, India, SPPE I! 
$4,750 
Helen Trevor Thomas Consulting Ltd, Technical & 


Strategic Management...........cseeeeeee $8,336 
Henaut, Dorothy, International, Dev Info 

PROGRAM fsicdctssncies Sessavseccasanccrmircee $10,277 
Hewitt Equipment Ltd, Southern Africa, Rail Trans- 

POM SECON .c..iscseeisssveseavsencescsevdensthebers $101,780 
Hewitt Equipment Ltd, Southern Africa, Rail Trans- 

POrt SOCHOF ....eecseessescsecssessstecsseesseeesees $615,525 
Hewitt Equipment Ltd, Southern Africa, Rail Trans- 

Port SOChOl 2 sscrasssctenseaciaeeenatien $122,784 


Hewitt Equipment Ltd, Southern Africa, Rail Trans- 
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Port SOCtOR fic fiiedeiiteansseeretnsccilennccs: $525,457 
Hewitt Equipment Ltd, Southern Africa, Rail Trans- 

DOME SOCHOR feccletecscdessssisccssantesnedaaricatite $701,015 
Hickling Corporation, Indonesia, Development 

Planning Assistance........cc.sccsecseessees $142,987 
Hickling Corporation, Indonesia, Development 

Planning Assistance.........0scccsessee $1,745,948 
Hickling Corporation, Indonesia, 

InfrAStrUCtUre........ssecssseccsseseseeessseeeesees $77,577 
Historical Foundation of Canada, International, 

Lucille Teesdale Heritage Minute ............. $5,000 
Hitesi Products Inc, Southern Africa, Rail Transport 

PROGPAM wei cosessssavsecsiceestvestiatussccediceyicccties $12,368 
Hoang, Uyen, Vietnam, Sppe..........eeee $11,000 
Hollingworth, Maureen, India, SPPE Il.......... $4,106 
Hot Docs, International, Dev Info 

PLOQPAM ....seecssesssecssecssecsssessecsseesseeesneesses $2,000 
Hot Docs, International, Dev Info 

PROQTAM ssccczsseencseecsenecstovenccesaraetane $6,000 
Hot Docs, International, Dev Info 

Program 
Hulse, J (Dr), India, Special Proj & Prog 

EXD) ccitecrenaghsctteransendesunn eee $11,078 


Hunter, Wendy, South East Asia Regional, Tree-Link 
$15,484 
Hyd-Mech Group Ltd, Costa Rica , Init. For Intl 


Competitiveness ........scccsecseesseesseeeseens $27,160 
|.C.E. Productions, International, Aboriginal Peace- 
KOQDETS .o..sseecssecsstecsseesseecsnsesseesseesseeeseeees $50,000 


Institute For Media Policy and Civil Society, South 
Asia Regional, Indigenous Language Media....... 
$100,000,00 

Institute On Governance, ASEAN, ASEAN Govern- 
ANCE INNOVINEE .....eesseesseteccsseeeseeeeseeeeees $19,833 

Institute On Governance, Malaysia, Training & Visits 
$1,832 

Institute On Governance, South East Asia Regional, 
Trilateral & Tech.Coop 
PMOVECE evs czceccstessiscontaadescvassuadicusticezi teers $27,391 

Intenco Energy Consultants Ltd, India $2,250 

Intercomp-Kanata Mgmt Ltd. and Petant Resources 
Ltd, China, Oil/Gas Technology Transfer............. 
$145,208 

International Dev't Research Centre, Asean, EEPS- 
EA PIOj@Ct........:.csssccssscsscssssesosecessessssccues $542,241 

International Dev't Research Centre, Vietnam, 
Economic & Environment Mgmt. 

PRO esseaeGistea invitee diversity $319,904 

International Finance Corporation SME Department, 
Vietnam, 

Multi-Donor Partnership.............:00 $1,000,000 

International Institute For Sustainable Development, 
India, TERI/Canada Energy 


EGIOMGY: cscczetyinscccestensnsecsivevscccaitevanceeas $653,825 
International Rail Consultants, China, Transport 
SYSb.. VIMO :<cesssdssisssdeavieactvasertenattn van: $92,628 
International Strategies Consulting, Pakistan, The 
Democratic Governance ........ccscseeee $1,548 
Internationale, Desjardins Inc., Vietnam, Rural Fin. 
QUITO ACR cc ssccdsaccccseseeessccetsavejccisiasveicccd $352,800 


Int'l Centre For Sustainable Cities, South East Asia 
Regional, SEALSWIP-SEA Local Solid Waste 
ADE PPOD csztecssvsszessccoscsosettestsssctesancasteess $562,000 

J.W. Berry & Associates Inc., South East Asia 
Regional, Prog. Sup. FUN «00... $7,193 

Jacques Whitford Environment Ltd, China, Tarim 
BaSiNiignscctnwiananadied cna $2,160,126 

Jaques, Margaret, Bangladesh, SPPE........... $1,432 


Wl6i devcsssicencissccencevanciircacanieendiaits $2,025 
John Goodman & Associates Ltd, South East Asia 

Regional, Prog. Sup. FUN .......ccseseee $58,917 
Johnson, Christine, Vietnam, Annual Stakeholder 

FOPUM! 200 Oe scecsevcdcassese cststentestisevsceilen $945 


Kessler Tech (Canada) Ltd, Southern 
Transport Program. ......csscecsesestesteseeseeteees 
Kizuk Productions Ltd., International, The Cost of 


FREGOOM siissescirevaildcrvicedaentainsavees $10,000 
Komex International Ltd, Africa, Viability Study and 
Project Support.i..c:csesesssssssssssssssessssseseese $25,000 


Komex International Ltd, China, Shishi City Textile .. 
$30,000 
Komex International Ltd, Zambia, Expand Kafue 
FISNGMES vans ssteresinscctarvacctizaveateisalyevcs $35,000 
Komex International Ltd., China, China Pgm 
ASS@SSM & PlANG......cccseessseesstessstecseeesees $20,241 
Komex International Ltd., China, Tarim 
Basitiiz:iccseataticiectndtiehtaciacteate $61,053 
KPMG Consulting LP, Bangladesh, Environmental 
Management Proj... $1,356,728 
KPMG Consulting LP, Bangladesh, Environmental 
Management Proj .......cesssessecssecseeseees $554,474 
KPMG Consulting LP, Indonesia, Governance 
Reform Support .....cc.csccsecsecsseeesees $2,165,171 
KPMG Consulting LP, Philippines........... $2,413,194 
Kryton International Inc, Asia, Manufacturing of 


Waterproofing Coating........cccseseee $61,996 
La Bonne Fourchette. Service De Traiteur, Bangla- 
desh, Program Initiatives v0... $1,540 
La Gazette Populaire Inc., International, Canada 
Ouvert sur les AMETIQUES ........cececseeeee $37,000 
Laberge, Germain, Bangladesh, Program Initiatives 
$7,186 
Lank/Beach Productions Inc., International, Canadi- 
an Mounties in KOSOVO .......:ssseeseees $24,270 


Lax, Naomi, Vietnam, SPPE 98/99-01 .......... $7,225 

LDL Pneumatique Hydraulique Inc, Southern Africa, 
Rail Transportation.......c..cccccecsecseeeees $271,588 

Learning & Skills Television of Alberta Ltd., Interna- 
tional, Int'l Development 


SPOGIA ss sczss22h.czsceszecsaghediseaastiivzctisactestect $25,000 
Les Productions Du Griot Inc. International, Le 
Bocheron Et Ic Malle..........cccccsceseeseesceene $2,965 
Les Productions ISCA Inc., International, Prophétes 
Des Temps Modernes........sscscsecsecseeens $14,000 
Les Productions Rivard Inc., International, Worlds 
Apart... Joined Together... $35,000 


Les Productions Virage, International, Partition Pour 
Voix De Femmes $30,000 

LGL Ltd, Environmental Research Associates, 
South Pacific , Cda-S. Pac. Ocean Dev’t Pro- 


GUAM scaxesdsesd cvcetasssctesessnedishextestioescs $2,182,560 
Linda Hershkovitz/Lucie McNeil, China, Wid Deliv. 
Mechanism .......sccccccecseesssecsecsssecsneesseeens $22,752 
Live Wire Video Productions, International, The 
Saskatchewan Transfer .........cscscseeeeees $4,000 
Louise Marchand. Technical & Strategic Manageme, 
AUSAIG Mevcissscstrvensunen enemies $6,443 
Lumiere Productions Inc, International........ $58,000 
Maclaren, Fergus Tyler, International, Dev Info 
$2,250 
Malo, Real, Bangladesh ............. $15,147 
Malone, Mary, Dev Info Program.... $43,035 


Manitoba Museum of Man and Nature, International, 


artin Rudner PHD Consulting Inc. 
Indonesia... 


Program/Project Expenses.... we $6,712 
cDonnell, Patrick E., South East Asia Regional, 


Prog. SUP. FUNGL.....cecsecsstesseesseecseesseees $23,364 
McDonnell, Patrick E., South East Asia Regional, 
Prog. Sup: FUMG....cccssssscccssscssccvectsssacceesees $3,800 
leadow Lake Tribal Council, Nicaragua, Prinzapol- 
Ka sccsercreveite urease tianwectieeisiccs $250,000 
ledia Group, International, Faces of The Forest 
DOA TG i cdiactcsecssastsrevsemeendimimiene onions $5,500 
Megatel Information Systems Inc., Init. For Intl 
Competitiveness, Costa Rica................ $144,430 


EP Technologies, Americas Bureau.......... $40,493 
Mes, Frank, South East Asia Regional, Prog. Sup. 


. $1,670 
let-Chem Canada Inc., India, Ag Drainage & Land 
DeVelopment......ecccccecsecssessssessecsneessees $14,972 
itsui & Co. (Canada) Ltd., Americas Bureau, Panel 
manufacturing plant... $50,000 
M Lynch Consultants International, Philippines, 
Entrepreneur Support Project................ $19,038 
jodern Track Machinery Canada Ltd, Southern 
Africa, Rail Transportation ...........0 $289,859 
lodern Track Machinery Canada Ltd, Southern 
Africa, Rail Transportation ........... $650,499 
jodern Track Machinery Canada Ltd, Southern 
Africa, Rail Transportation .......... $189,966 
lodern Track Machinery Canada Ltd, Southern 
Africa, Rail Transportation ..........0.0 $253,500 
lodern Track Machinery Canada Ltd, Southern 
Africa, Rail Transportati $163,759 
lodern Track Machinery Canada Ltd., Southern 
Africa, Rail Transport Program ............... $36,401 
lotion International, International, in Search of 
LEUCHG 5 eacezchtsiey eerasta eects eatcennststacee $2,000 


PB Technologies Inc, Asia Bureau, Fibre Optics ... 
$101,175 
SK Productions Inc., International, Deconstructing 


SUPPEP siz. ccsevlatsiierlecctatirieticiaresseetcdeelas $27,000 
TN Impact Inc., Cambodia, Cambodia Govern- 
ANIC cccscaessescsaiivirvacssetnrisccestentioessi@nnasticdé $58,996 


urray, Heather, C/O Laura Etherden, Sri Lanka, 
Special Program/Project Expenses.......... $1,955 

usee De La Civilization-Quebec, International, 
ROMMOS :-sctezcs artcssssesstseviecnveenrsacttenesiens $2,000 

ystere International 122841 Canada, Philippines, 
Manufacturing Catamarans .. $24,376 


Newfoundland Power Inc, Belize, Electrical Systems 
$350,000 

Newsco Television Production Inc., International, 
THE MING ss2scofst ties lotr deorattacrdlen $47,000 

Nexus Media Incorporated, International, People of 
the ReefS ....c.ccccccccccscscseesecstesseestesseeseese $50,000 

Norris Communications Ltd., International, The 
Other Edge of the World..........:eeeeee $25,253 

Nortel Networks Ltd, Ecuador , Cdn Monetization 
PHO|CCts..sscrscccsavsceeccssnsssaesiacctesrereentanne: $520,062 

Nortel Networks Ltd, Ecuador, Monetization Project 
$1,329,478 

Northern Telecom Canada Ltd, Bolivia, Canadian 
Monetization ........ccccccscsstesscesseestesseeseees $200,000 


NSI Communication Systems Inc, Ecuador, Cdn 
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Monetization Project .......c.sccceseesee $131,838 
NSI Communication Systems Inc, Ecuador, Cdn 
Monetization Project 0... $140,586 


Ocean Institute of Canada, China, Maritime Bound- 
ary Delimitation 

Ontario Centre For Environmental, Bangladesh, 
Envir. Tech Ver. Arsenic Mitigation..... $1,372,220 

Ontario Hydro International Inc, Asia, Strategic 


Energy Management .......cc.ssccssecsecseeees $2,400 
Ontrac Equipment Services Inc, Southern Africa, 
Rail Transport .....cc.cccccseecsecsseesseesseesses $139,510 
Ontrac Equipment Services Inc, Southern Africa, 
Rail TWanspOtt sa ccscccsscevscccaseaicctssdaccseces $26,954 
Open Learning Agency, Vietnam, PSD Enabling 
Environment Analysis Fund ...........00+ $20,983 
Optimal Solutions Ltd., Indonesia ............... $24,160 


Organisation Catholique Canadienne, Pour Le 
Developp, East Limor, Promoting Peace & 
Democracy E Timor .......ccsceceseessees $200,000 

Out Yonder Productions, International, Satum’s 

$45,000 

Paccar Canada Ltd, Southern Africa, Rail Transport 
$997,047 

Pacific Peoples’ Partnership Assoc., South Pacific, 


Program/Technical Support ..........0 $14,886 
Panoply Training & Education Ltd, International, 
Work That Bean .....ccccscsceseseeseseseseeee $2,000 
Paradox Productions, International, Soldier 
BOYS ..csecsssssescssseccsssessssssesssecesssesesssessssesens $30,000 
Parliamentary Centre, Cambodia, Cambodia-Cana- 
da Legislative Support Proj..........csese $34,109 
Parliamentary Centre, China, NPC Project (Parl 
RelAtONS) cnfscssciseentsescsiesnsantctesnasiseete $169,277 
Participatory Development Forum, China, China 
Pgm Assessm & PIang .....c..sccesecsesseenes $1,865 
Partners in Rural Development, East Timor, East 
Timor Governance FUnd.......c.cscseseeee $42,737 
Patterson, Angela, Sri Lanka, Special Program/ 
Project EXP@NS@S.........ccccssecsseecsecssecseeees $5,320 
Patterson, D E, China, Pgm To Supp Govne & Civ 
SOG iil es cssacscesiceaeceticensesectstinesncarcnspteceeers $6,260 
Pauly Associates, India, Social & Economic Trans- 
fONM ALON is ccscctivccedeaveeeresciateetcrastaesetes $48,200 
Petro Canada, Bolivia, Oil and Gas 
PLOJOCt cc. cicneacsscsszAcsnscrseladhicediaacsstee $2,000,000 
Pharand. Donat, South East Asia, Regional Prog. 
SUD RUNG strecm sn ceovertarameneeencess $73,800 


Philip Analytical Services Corp, Morroco, Financial . 
$60,160 

Philippines Dev't Assistance Program, Philippines, 
Promoting Particip For Sust Enterprise $780,830 

Picard. Francoyse, Dev Info Program......... $78,375 

Plad Equipment Ltee, Ecuador, Cdn Monetization 


PHOJOCtiassaceste saseetovensscedionstccnien ects $108,766 
Plan Nagua Inc., International, Jeune Reporteurs 

Sans Frontieres .......cesssessseseseeeeeeeees $30,000 
Plan Nagua Inc., International, Jeunes Reporters 

Sans Fronti€res oo... $3,277 
PMF Editorial Services Inc., Dev Info 

PROGRAM ss. ccdcscwies Gasaviecsia scossteumenairane $500 
Policy Research International Inc., China, Energy 

Efficiency in BIAS. ..........csssseseeeeeeees $55,366 
Posgate, Elizabeth, South East Asia Regional, Prog. 

SUPMPUNG cccsdtitiesanen sare cavinnancensy $2,945 


Potash & Phosphate Inst of Can Midtown Plaza, 
China, Nutrient Mgnt & Sust Agric ........ $257,212 

Potash Corporation of Saskatchewan, ..........:s0 
NiCAPAQUA oo... eecseessseessecssecsseecsnecsseeess $2,560,057 


Poulin Theriault Inc., India, Treegrowers Coopera- 
LIVES sirset cpaacteerrsertnetmnnematrnmyars $318,653 
Prairie Dog Magazine, International, Int'l Saskatche- 
wan Project 299-326 ........cccsesseeseeseen $3,000 
Price Water House/Cooper, Change Management 
PHOGNIX PrOjOCt ....:c..csssessseecsesessesersenscses $357,875 
PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP, China, Clean Pro- 
duction $2,361,890 
PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP, India, Capacity Devt. 
in Revenue ACMIN. .........seescsseessesseeees $66,947 
PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP, Malaysia, EMC 
PhaS@ Il: ssscseectteectmenpetivenctien nce $1,170 
PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP, Pakistan, Oil & Gas 
Sector Program Pakistan $3,427,115 
PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP, Pakistan, 


SPPE Ili satireddnenauintin Gaeenitanee: $3,960 
PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP, Vietnam, Financial 

Management Project «0... $2,343,322 
Prisma Light Ltd., International, Our Perfect 

WONG treptectcenatstraraseceaiatecat tetee $40,000 
Productions Pixcom (1996) Inc., International, Taxi 

Pour l'AMEFIQUE oo... eeseeessessseeessecsseeeeneees $27,043 


Productions Robert Charbonneau Inc., International, 
Lee Femmes Et 
FOQUCALIONG fecenssstsceeinnctaenni annie $10,000 
Productions Roch Brunette Inc., International, 
Miroir...Miroir...diS-MO0i .........cececeeeeee $15,000 
Progestic International Inc., Bangladesh, Program 
INitiatiVES os eeceecseesseecsseccssecsseesstecsseessees $35,714 
Publications Bld Inc., International, ‘Terre Des 
D@broultlards .....c.ccccsecsseessecseesseeseens $15,750 
Publications Bld Inc., International, Terre Des 
D@broultlards .....eescessecssseesseesseesseeseees $43,900 
PWGSC - Translation Bureau - Air, China, BSC 
Interpretation / Translation ............:::0 $57,714 
Qadeer, Mohammad A., Pakistan, Community 
Betterment Demonstration $25,078 
Qualium Inc, Asia Bureau... .. $23,577 
Radarsat Int'l Inc. Macdonald Dettwiler Build, 
Vietnam, Vietnam Retraining Fund....... $400,000 
Radio Tele-Tex Inc., International, Briser le Cycle De 
a PAUVIETG  dececcvsssccecctveetdiecsssncneteoceunteeees $35,000 
Raymond Chabot Grant Thornton, Bangladesh, 
Rural Bittaheen Inst Prog ou... $8,220 
Raymond Chabot Grant Thornton, Bangladesh, 
Rural Maintenance Program...........s0+06 $8,220 
Raymond Chabot Grant Thornton, Bangladesh, 
Urban Serv. & Advocacy For Gender 


EQUA rcntesteconstetecases aaa eerantes $8,220 
Raymond, Christopher, South East Asia Regional, 

Prog.Sup.FUNG.......ccccsscecsseesssecsseecssecsseeeses $8,625 
Real To Reel Productions Inc., International, Ryan's 

Wl is siecedaciecaicaqdinsdnaitanncdces $40,000 
Rehabilitation Society, Cambodia, 

IMitiatiVES ....eesseeessesesseeeseteessseeesnneeseeeees $4,900 
Renouf Publishing Co Ltd, South East Asia Region- 

al, Prog.SUP.FUNG.......ccsssccssecsseesssecsseeesneessees $51 
Resource Efficient Agric Prod, Philippines, Phil 

Agricultural Climate Change..............+ $150,000 
Rightime Productions Inc., International, Eating 

POMC scosesecsccceneusceecocn seectiernerecuionarded $18,000 
Roeher Institute, India, Centre For 

INCISION ssisssecestareccnvatincnrnai nena $163,405 


Rojas, Leuten, International, Future 


DOMED iccstcincasicdinanccsitanudnnianie $9,600 
Roland Priddle Energy Consulting, Inc., Bangla- 


OS Wexiecesssessstzexeeseetantivranasaentiaeats $18,940 
RSW International Inc., Pakistan, Warsak Re-Habili- 
tation ProjeCt......ccceeseccsecssecsecsneecseesees $84,812 
Ryan, William F., DG/Strategic Planning & Policy 
Program Support FUN .........ccccecsecseeees $3,000 
Sabas, Elsa, India, Special Proj & Prog 
EXP e otrntid dnendatecneiaaen $2,400 
Salasan Associates Inc., India, Shastri Development 
Proghanm lh. cscscsscscsssesssciteviessarewtaeice $84,302 
Salasan Associates Inc., Indonesia............. $21,781 
Salasan Associates Inc., Indonesia............. $29,459 
Salasan Associates Inc., Indonesia............. $70,293 
Salasan Associates Inc., Nepal, Nepal Gender in 
Organizations... $675,469 
Salasan Associates Inc., Pakistan ............. $79,054 
Salasan Associates Inc., Sil Lanka, Special Pro- 
gram/Project Expenses... $37,500 
Salasan Associates Inc., South East Asia Regional, 
TrOG+HINK i irrenentadte ceed austeiad $1,012,313 
Saskatchewan Research Council, Malaysia, Train- 
ING: & Visits sscescscsceecns casestecensaaceanectees $50,000 


Saskatchewan Telecommunications Intern’l Inc, 
Tanzania , Kagera 
Telecommunications ........cc.sccceceeeeene $106,207 


Scrap Film, International, Letters From the First 


World ........ .. $10,000 
Scyner, Andrew, Vietnam, PSU Il .............. $24,495 
SDV Logistics (Canada) Inc, Southern Africa, Rail 

TRANS POtt cz eesssccsseecscsssiesescsccoteteieers $296,693 
Seawalk Consulting Group Inc, Middle East Region- 

al, Dialogue & Capacity Bldg ............0 $2,400 


Semex Alliance, China, Integr. Dairy Cattle Breeding 
$1,170,732 


Serva Inc, Andean Regional...........::cce $13,604 
Setym International Inc, Benin...........0e8 $1,800 
Shastri Indo-Canada Institute, India, Shastri Devel- 
Opment Program Il... $1,000,000 
Shaw, Barbara, India, Multipurpose Waste Recy- 
GMI :scssscdesysescReanclertbaleen debiseceiencresh $18,821 


Siemens Business Services CDA Ltd, Agency 
Information System Phoenix proj.......... $383,652 


Siemens Business Services CDA Ltd, Agency 
Information System Phoenix proj.......... $395,000 


Siemens Business Services CDA Ltd, Agency 
Information System Phoenix proj............-- $8,640 


Siemens Business Services CDA Ltd, Agency 
Information System Phoenix proj.......... $792,615 


Sivaco Quebec Div. lvaco Inc, Costa Rica, Institute 


for Intl Competitiveness .........ccccececeees $41,906 
SLI/NHC Joint Venture, Bangladesh, Dampara - 

Water Mgmt Proj.......ccccsecseesseesneeeseens $712,587 
SLI/NHC Joint Venture, Bangladesh, K-K River 

Comm Dev & Monitoring... $345,531 
SM Group International Inc, Morocco.......... $22,918 


Smartwave Technologies Inc, Malaysia, Smartwave 
Technologies $98,157 


NC - Lavalin Inc, Tunisia $45,816 


NC Lavalin International Inc, Africa 
BUPCAU  sievseccecessscedstevsesceecceistsclevlovsnsreseess $92,048 


n 


n 


SNC Lavalin International Inc, Algeria........ $119,262 
SNC Lavalin International Inc, Americas Bureau , 


TRANSPOMALOM ssvzcccsccesecisczcsssesiecssiesseecs $283,569 
SNC Lavalin International Inc, Americas 

BUPCAU o..ssseesssessstecssecsstecsneeesecesseesseeesneess $89,577 
SNC Lavalin International Inc, Asia, Light Rail 

Transportation Line Extension........... $1,371,640 
SNC Lavalin International Inc, Asia Bureau, Rid 

Dam Safety Program, Thailand............... $78,872 


SNC Lavalin International Inc, Asia Bureau. Uma 
Oya Multipurpose Dam - Sri Lanka......... $75,000 
SNC Lavalin International Inc, Central America 
REGIONAL ssiéscavvsesesssdiveisietieweseseivvecesens $4,689,237 
SNC Lavalin International Inc, Mall ............. $42,194 
SNC Lavalin International Inc, Morocco, Financial... 
$44,082 
SNC Lavalin International Inc, Morocco, Financial... 
$24,457 
SNC Lavalin International Inc, Thailand, Srinagarind 
DAUM ietesasesedstevscceradecvuteestevsiavescencbovvenetes $273,721 
SNC Lavalin International Inc, Sugawa Portable 
Water | Egypt .....ccssssesssseecsssseecsssecssseeeens $90,000 
SNC Lavalin International Inc. Cameron Highlands 
& Batang Padang... $138,237 
SNC Lavalin International Inc, India, Energy Infra- 
Structure S@rViC€S ......c.cccescccseesesstecseeeee $237,087 
SNC Lavalin International Inc, India, KSEB System 
IMPFOVEMEN........cesseecsseesseesseeesseesseees $1,511,798 
SNC Lavalin International Inc, India, Malabar 
Cancer Centre Project ..........cssscs $1,800,000 
SNC Lavalin International Inc, Indonesia, N. Sulaw- 
OS) WALCR sececsevsccadessevsicceissaneecsainsens coeds $785,427 
SNC Lavalin International Inc, Indonesia, N.Sulawe- 
si Water...... i“ 
SNC Lavalin International Inc, Nepal, Community 


MANAG sevscevseccesvsstecatecescccssssareciaannieatete $167,492 
SNC Lavalin International Inc, Technoparc Agro-In- 
dustriel - MeXiqUe oo... ceeseeecseessseccstecsseeeees $50,712 
SNC Lavalin International Inc, India, Energy Infra- 
structure Services ........sccseeseee $1,294,931 
SNC-Lavalin (China) Engineering Inc, Asia Bureau, 
Jiezhukou Hydroelectric Project - China$158,000 
SNC-Lavalin Inc, Tunisia 00... $90,967 
SNC-Lavalin Incorporee, Philippines, Phil-Cda 
Environm & Economic Mgt ...........+ $2,289,885 
SNC-Lavalin Incorporee, SNC-Lavalin 
ANG. carck scsceassastestavaseacecasteearensenine $13,200 
SNC-Lavalin International, Senegal ............ $16,539 
SNC-Shawinigan Inc., Pakistan, Warsak Re-Habili- 
tation Project.....c.ccesecseecsecseesseesseees $757,292 
Social Justice Committee, International, Newspaper 
INSCfIS! avascaentarcavouscaeinaaesacnn $7,000 
Societe Radio-Canada, International, Afri- 
QU'AdOS-RadiO oo... seseessescstecssecesecsseeese $1 5,000 
Societe Radio-Canada, International, Culture Du 
Riz Au Lac Alaotara ose $6,600 
Societe Radio-Canada, International, La Vache 
Slovaque En Mutation ou... $13,142 
Societe Radio-Canada, International, Sous le Soleil 
De Ramallah .......cescseessesssseseseeesnes $16,236 
Solidarite Union Cooperation............:6s0e8 $60,000 


Some Productions, International, Escape From 
Planet of Tourists $6,500 


Songsakul, Thitima, Thailand, IDRI.... 
Songsakul, Thitima, Thailand ............ceeee 


Sound Development Communications, Media, 
International, No Borders: Wild is Best Neighbour 
$20,010 


South Asia Partnership, Bangladesh, NGO Flood 
Rehabilitation... $10,000 
South Asia Partnership, Histoire De 
PGCE: -scisarsectienincan audience. $3,265 
South Asia Partnership, Pakistan, NGO Support 
Program Phase li........scssecsseesseeeseees $1,150,000 
South Asia Partnership, South Asia Regional, Sap 
Transition Program .......ccssesseseeeseens $360,188 
South Asia Partnership, South Asia Regional, Sppe 
Wl tetccaetadetesiancisiaai litte tiedatetis $31,296 
South Asia Partnership, Sri Lanka, S/L Canada 
Development Fund Ph 2.........::ssscee $858,686 
South House Exchange, Cambodia, ............ $2,307 
SR Telecom Inc, Bolivia, ...........0+ Bolma Canadian 
Monetization ......ccsscccsseecsseessecsneesseeens $1,376,472 
SR Telecom Inc, Bolivia, Bolma Canadian Monetiza- 
WOM eccoszenccssezceaszevetebevatlarosteesseeractesectastece $84,175 
SR Telecom Inc, Mali........cceeceeeeeee $944,984 
SR Telecom Incorporee, Bolivia, Canadian Moneti- 
zation $414,984 
Statistics Canada, Technical & Strategic Man- 
ageme, Jica Exchange .....ccccseceeees $2,970 
Stiles Associates Inc., Cambodia, Cambodia BHN/ 
Social Development... $43,347 


Stiles Associates Inc., Pakistan 

Stiles Associates Inc., Pakistan 

Stiles Associates Inc., Pakistan, AKRSP Phase IV .. 
$25,419 

Stiles Associates Inc., Pakistan, SAP Communica- 
tion Project 


Stockers Security Storage &, Warehouse Ltd., 
South East Asia Regional, Sea Fund For Inst. & 


LOGH DOV: is:dccemssesccaeeancrcearinmainees $2,085 
Storyline FX Inc., International, Dev Info 

PLOGMAM .cscscsehciestisccdsastiiaanteadictescetscetlles $2,000 
Strachan, Lloyd Walker, Pakistan, SCARP 

MARDAN secccaisnsQectacnceaeacccestarnet $1,021 


Stratagem Management Consultants, International, 
Dev Info Program $39,050 


Strategic Visions, Bangladesh 


Strategic Visions, Bangladesh, Program Initia- 
HIVES se sncsccsctbenvasctceuarecunnncene caves $5,243 


LIVES cards ccsveasteetetcvtecwsesusts ettcceeeacacerseaess $5,440 


Ep wecetssanitentansct lesoenaanteuent $3,400 


Strategic Visions, Technical & Strategic Manageme, 
TSA DATA - Technical & Management.... $38,080 


Strategic Visions, VietnaM...........sccseseeeee $680 


Sulzer Canada Inc, International, Energy Develop- 
w $3,167,219 


Syncopated Productions Inc., International, Through 
The Eyes of A TrOkOSi ........:cseeseeseeeeeeees $15,000 


Synergy Magazine, International, International 


$27,173 


Tamarack Group, Vietnam 
Tamas Consultants Inc., DG/Strategic Planning & 


Policy Program Support Fund $6,000 
Tecsult Eduplus Inc, Francophonie.... $764,324 
Tecsult Eduplus Inc, Mall 
Tecsult Eduplus Inc. Mall ; 
Tecsult International Ltd, PRISM: Pr. Sect. Reg. 

Implem & SUPP.Me uu... $34,652 
Tecsult International Ltd, Burkina Faso, Communi- 

CLIO S 2 ccesscsusrvansvacscovsasesceseosssvacencennsences $574,711 
Tecsult International Ltd, Cameroon, 

EXPO can iectercnprecemeneteerentiaceetats $3,083,098 
Tecsult International Ltd, Congo, 

EXPOSE sec scccesssececccsssvsstessisseacceacttvaecesets $19,445 
Tecsult International Ltd, Morocco, 

FINANCIAL sec sccsssesajesctesseescetracccderisastted $259,154 
Tecsult International Ltd, O.M.V.S. ......... $1,264,929 
Tecsult International Ltd, Rwanda............. $288,252 
Tecsult International Ltd, Tanzania, 

MANageMeNt..........sccccseecsseesseecsseecseesees $934,039 
Telecommons Development Group, Bangladesh, 

SPRE fos ccsccteatsshatetensnsietecdatanetssdvaxsctelite $1,785 


Terre Sans Frontieres, International, Regards Du 
Sud Pour le Nord $40,000 

The Bank of Nova Scotia, International Banking 
Division, Bangladesh, Rail li 


PFOQFAMIME 3 :ccvsescssccsvsesivcesesesesectenniies $3,071,367 
The Catholic Register, International, Rebuilding 
COMMUNES oo... eecseeessssteceseeeessteeessneeeeenees $741 


The Manitoba Co-Operator, Publish, International, 
Farm Cooperatives $1,204 


The Manitoba Co-Operator, Publish, International, 


The New Abolitionists ........cccceeeeees $14,933 
The Nation, International, First Peoples in Latin 
AMGVICE Ec scszesccszcepsrsccsstevaciecsecetsasadertsesess $3,710 
Third Wave Communications Inc., International, A 
Child’s Best Friend.......ccccccceeseeseeeseees $10,000 
Thornley, Allan T., DG/Strategic Planning & Policy, 
Program Support FUNG... $4,050 
Tinney, Leslie, Bangladesh, Environment Monitoring 
Info. N@tWOFK.......scesseesseessecscesseessesstesseeseees $2,000 


Tinney, Leslie, China, China, Pgm Assessm & Plang 
$10,000 

Trade Union Group For International Solidarity, 
International , Trade Union: Building Alternative.. 
$80,000 

Trade Union Group For International, Solidarity, In- 
ternational, Network of Human Rights Promoters 
UN COM aia tesa iacatnctarlarsssaiatlaienesatliin eivieces $3,200 

Trade Union Group For International, Solidarity, 
International, Trade Union: Tug Strengthen Hr 
PrOMOtels:..sccz:cnsreccaissieeclinreceisezeenet $30,000 

Transcanada International. (Formerly Nova Gas Int'l 
Lt), China, Oil/Gas Technology 
Tans telivstcSeseececnctnencianas $2,199,601 

Triton Mining Corp, Americas Bureau........ $132,205 

Triton Mining Corp, Americas Bureau, Evaluation of 


El Bonete Geothermal Field................+5 $37,843 
Trotier, Monique, International, Sur la Piste Des 
MISSIONNAIFES .........cccseecsstecsessseecsneesseeees $7,092 


TTA Technology Training Associates, China, Chi- 
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- $Amount 
na-Intermodal Transp Serv To 
ING LiOP Ss csseccssscvasssasesieatsteeenvenie $271,236 


TTA Technology Training Associates, China, Comp 
Transport Mgmt Training.............s0s0 $925,699 


TTA Technology Training Associates, China, SPPE/ 
ISTP scessnsessvesarevsecausbtavenvsaseectennaecee $139,524 


Turtle Island Earth Stewards, International, 
Shuswap Regn BC Pmt Media Proj ......... $1,000 


UMA Engineering Ltd, Americas Bureau, Adn Plus 


Mull Modal Facility .........cesesseeseesseeeees $6,754 
UMA Engineering Ltd, Asia Bureau, Infrastructure 
Mapping Study.....ccccssccsssecsssecsseecssees $103,030 


UMA/WER Joint Venture, C/O Uma Engineering 
Ltd., India, Ag Drainage & Land 
DeVelopment..........sccccssecssecsecsseecseessees $929,273 


Universalia Management Group Ltd., Technical & 
Strategic Manageme, TSA DATA - Technical & 


MANAGEMENL......ceeseecsecsseessteesseecsnecsseees $20,979 
Universalia Management Group Ltd., Pakistan, 
Social Institution Dev Prog ........:.sceeee $94,800 
Universalia Management Group Ltd., Pakistan, SPO 
PHASE! Iheareaceardszeicecesncteaauetcetorncers $66,069 
Universalia Management Group Ltd., Vietnam, 
Cda-Viet. Info. TECH oo. eceeeseene $41,938 
Universalia Management Group Ltd., Vietnam, 
Financial Management Project............... $41,937 
Universalia Management Group Ltd., Vietnam, 
Policy Implementation Assistance .......... $41,938 
Vaughan/Roche/Evs Consortium, India, Cll Environ- 
mental Management... $1,221,002 
Vent D’est Films Incorporee, Y International, 
VeMINE sesceeeccccons arent hrtataienens $14,000 
Very Small Films, International, The Right To 
PIAY” sas, ceiaccembetateteer autre shite $63,364 
Video Femmes, International, 
DOMOSYNCIASIC oo... eecseecsseecstecsseecsseesseeeee $10,000 
Villagers Media Productions, International, Canada 
Global Villagers .........cscscsseseseseeeeeeee $87,500 
Vision Cap Sur Le Nord, International, Cap Sur le 
NOT 1002277 i itcccetesteaaracaniaed $48,000 
Vues D’afrique, 5e Etage, International, Joumées 
Africaines/Créoles 2000 .........ccccceeees $85,000 
Wild Zone Films Ltd., International, Forest For The 
WOOS es ciccsctccecticavcde tices civeateccisnatsedsts $50,000 
Wilson, Jennifer, China, China Pgm Assessm & 
PLAN G cscs cecescvevsticccsesesceaternsansist anevcccisians $2,000 
Windborne Productions, International, Forgive Us 
QUEDODIS seccissntiedieenindnaprnitonenns $20,000 
Women For Women Afghanistan, International, 
Lifting The Veil of Silence 00... $11,009 
Word Magazine, International, Aids: Hopes & Fears 
MATIC AR ec ctcc iit cccscs aeveticccivaetecssicoaetecects $10,334 


World Inter-Action Mondiale, International, Global 
Youthspeak $20,000 


Yap Enviro Systems Analysts, Bangladesh, Envir. 


Tech Ver. Arsenic Mitigation.............:.00 $4,992 
Yap Enviro Systems Analysts, Bangladesh, Program 

INithatiVES oo. eeeecceccccsecseesseessesseessecseenseeses $17,693 
Yudoko. Gatot, Indonesia, EMDI 

PhaS@i ll sscesscestccetedessarcvlescistsatdemeerverseests $1,817 


| British Columbia 


EMrry Economic Indicators Sizzle as 
uM BC Braces for Higher Taxes 


[= province’s latest financial figures 
sizzle but BC taxpayers are having a 
tough time affording the payments. It’s 
fantastic news that deficit and debt reduction 
targets are ahead of schedule but taxpayers can 
be excused for withholding some enthusiasm. 
Recently announced gas tax, property tax and fee 
increases are eroding taxpayers’ ability to pay. 
The BC Liberal’s original $2.133 billion tax 


cut is losing value. Once the tax hikes are deduct- by Victor Vrsnik 
ed from the original $2.133 billion tax cut, only British Columbia 
50% or a $1.08 billion tax cut is left to British Director 
Columbians. Sa 


The CTF opposes any new school property tax 
increases, particularly when the tax is indexed to inflation. The $62 million 
school property tax hike is the latest indignity to BC homeowners who already 
pay high real estate prices. 

But let’s not throw the baby out with the bath water. British Columbia tax- 
payers today still have $1 billion more in their pockets than two years ago. It’s 
an improvement to BC’s tax competitiveness vis-a-vis the rest of the country, 
but insufficient to overtake Alberta, where an increasing number of British 
Columbians call home. 


BC losing Competitive Tax Race with Alberta 

The BC government should renew its vows on tax competitiveness to close 
the tax gap with Alberta. Further brain drain to Alberta is expected as BC 
continues to lag behind Alberta in most tax categories. With the end of the 
deficit in sight, the government should indicate when British Columbians can 
expect to see the latest tax hikes reversed 
and other taxes driven back. What are the @6The CTF 


government’s long-term commitments to Opposes any new 


tax relief?” school property 
tax increases, 
Deficit and Debt particularly when 
The CTF gives thumbs up for bet- the tax is indexed to 
ter-than-expected deficit and debt reduction inflation.@® 


targets but cautions the government not 
to rest on its laurels. Debt servicing costs that amount to $1.75 billion for 
2003/04 would be better directed toward tax relief. 

The BC government should act without delay to eliminate this year’s es- 
timated $1.8 billion deficit and thereafter legislate a debt reduction schedule. 
By the time BC erases its deficit in 2004/05, Alberta will have celebrated its 
10" anniversary as a deficit-free province. 
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British Columbia 


Between 1997 and 2000, 31,666 more people left 


Spending Restraint 


Kudos are in order for the all government ministries 
that hit their 2002/03 spending targets. Every ministry 
coming in under budget is a precedent-setting achieve- 
ment for cabinet ministers and their employees. 


However, the 
deficit still casts a 
shadow over BC’s 
economy. The 
Finance Minister 
should accelerate 


spending restraint $30,000 
particularly in terms 
of public sector $40,000 
costs. Rising public $50,000 
sector costs in the 

$60,000 


1990s paved the 
way for recent tax 
hikes and chronic 


BC than moved into the province. It’s either a strange 
turn of events for Canada’s most livable province or 
proof positive that high public spending has done more 
harm than good.m— 


Tax Changes for a Single Taxpayer in 2003: 


2001 Liberal | Health care | Driver's Licence School Remaini- 

tax cuts (for tax hike Renewal Fee Property ng tax 
2002) (2002) Increase (2003) Tax (2003) break 
$430 216 7 35 20 $152 
$644 216 7 35 20 $366 
$904 216 7 35 20 $626 
$1,155 216 7 35 20 $877 


Note: Tax cuts estimates based on July Economic and Fiscal Update, Ministry of Finance. MSP tax hike calculations based on $18 per month hike 
for single income earner. Gas tax is based on a 50-litre tank filled 20 times per year. 


BC deficits. 
BC Losing Personal Basic Sales tax Fuel tax Small 
in 2003 income tax rate | marginal tax | personal rate per litre Business Tax 
over $62,000 exemption Rate 
BC 11.7 to 14.7% 43.7% $8,168 7.50% 14.5 cents 4.50% 
Alberta 10% 39% $13,339 nil 9 cents 4% 


Working British Columbians 
who don’t drive have it made. 
They pay some of the lowest in- 
come taxes in the country. As soon 
as they get behind the wheel, a de- 
gree of that tax competitiveness is 
blown out the exhaust pipe. 

When the new 3.5-cent per litre 
gas tax is in place, motorists in 
Vancouver and Victoria will pay 
the highest provincial and local gas 
taxes in the country. 

Vancouver’s gas tax will climb 
to a total of 20.5 per litre as of 
March 1*. That’s more than double 
the tax paid by Alberta motorists 


(currently nine cents per litre on 
regular gasoline). 

Victoria motorists will pay 17 
cents per litre for regular gas as of 
March 1“, a rate higher than any 
other Canadian jurisdiction save for 
Vancouver. Gas taxes climb to 14.5 
cents per litre for BC motorists in 
the remainder of the province. 

What does it all mean? Higher 
input costs for businesses that later 
pass those costs down to the con- 
sumer, and some tough choices for 
motorists ie: pony up at the pumps 
or find alternative transportation. 

Better yet is for governments to 
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Wind-up Gas Tax with 
del Sunset Clause 


ease off on the tax hike accelerator. 

Dedicating gas taxes to pay for 
the announced $609 million over 
three years for road improvements 
in rural BC is fine and well. But 
the gas tax should be repealed 
with a sunset clause once the cost 
of those projects are paid for and 
complete. 

A sunset clause would dispel 
the notion that the gas tax hike is a 
run of the mill tax grab. It would 
also signal a light at the end of the 
tunnel for BC motorists and busi- 
nesses.m 


a—nlb oD eS rte 


The sad state o 


Ibertans often complain about federal politics 
A« federal taxes — and with good reason. 
Taxes are higher than they were ten years 
ago, and Canada’s federal Parliament has been slowly 
stripped of its powers as most MPs simply obey the 
Prime Minister. 
But what about Alberta’s Legislature? When was 
the last time that MLAs debated a significant bill inside 


Alberta’s Legislature and the outcome of the 


democracy in Aloer 


@@Whether the Legislature is 
in session or out of session 
doesn’t really matter in 
Alberta...99 


of it inside the Legislature. Close votes may have 

occurred, but only inside the Government Caucus 

or Standing Policy Committee. MLAs may have 

advocated vigorously for their constituents, but their 

constituents will never know. Eloquent points were 

probably made, but to a very small audience. Good 

arguments were likely presented, but the public nev- 

er had the benefit of hearing them. 

Unless the Spring 2003 session is radically 

different from recent years, don’t expect to hear 
thoughtful debate in the Legislature. You can count on 
Alberta’s nine opposition MLAs to shout forth their 
usual warnings of immeasurable suffering, certain doom 
and the end of the world as we know it. But regardless 
of what is said, government MLAs will out-vote Oppo- 
sition MLAs by a margin of eight-to-one. Everyone’s 
mind is already made up, so most “debate” consists of 
dramatic rhetoric rather than thoughtful argument. 
The Legislature’s beautiful and majes- 


vote on that bill was uncertain? 

Whether the Legislature is in session or 
out of session doesn’t really matter in Alber- 
ta, because all significant decisions are made 
behind the closed doors of the Progressive 
Conservative Caucus, the cabinet, the Pre- 
mier’s Office, and the Standing Policy Com- 
mittees on which only Tory MLAs serve. 

During this Spring 2003 session, Alberta’s 


by John Carpay 


Alberta Director 


tic architecture hides the fact that its only 
function in 2003 is that of a rubber stamp, to 
confer legal power on policy that has already 
been decided behind closed doors. This is 
why transparency and accountability are the 
missing elements of democracy in Alberta 
today. 

Confidentiality does serve an important 
purpose in the democratic process. There 


Tory majority will efficiently and methodi- 
cally push over 20 government bills through 
the Legislature, after which the bills become laws and 
start having a real impact on the lives of Albertans. 
Changes will be made to child welfare, the electricity 
industry, gas consumption, securities regulation, privacy 
protection, drug testing for prisoners, recreational access 
to public lands, and more. 

Much vigorous debate about this legislation has 
probably taken place around the cabinet table, but none 
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is nothing wrong with cabinet meetings and 
caucus meetings being closed to the public. 
But there is something wrong when 99% of public pol- 
icy debates (and votes!) are taking place in secret. A 
healthy democracy allows constituents to know how 
their MLA voted on issues. A transparent democracy 
enables constituents to hold their MLAs accountable. 
But in Alberta, MLAs cannot be held accountable, be- 
cause only they themselves know how they voted on 
important issues. 


a—rnlLbk Do —S rte 


@6The Legislature’s 
beautiful and majestic 
architecture hides the fact 
that its only function in 
2003 is that of a rubber 
stamp, to confer legal 
power on policy that has 
already been decided 
behind closed doors.9® 


Democratic accountability for Alberta 
Fortunately, the door is open to Albertans to 
press their MLAs for the right to initiate and vote 
in referendums on important issues. A 2001 En- 
vironics poll revealed that 79% of Albertans want 

this kind of direct democracy legislation, which 
provides citizens in Switzerland, Italy, New Zea- 
land, British Columbia, and 23 American states 
with greater accountability. Citizens’ initiative 
provides accountability by empowering taxpayers 
with a direct say on issues which affect them. 

Albertans should also press their MLAs for 
taxpayer protection legislation, which 83% of 
Albertans want, according to a 2002 JMCK poll. 
Currently in Alberta, politicians can increase tax- 
es at any time for any reason, even if it breaks an 
unequivocal pre-election promise, like Premier 
Klein’s promise in 2001 that “the only way taxes 
are going is down.” Taxpayer protection legisla- 
tion would require tax increases (and new taxes) 
to be approved by voters before taking effect. 
This would force politicians to explain and justify 
proposed tax increases to those who must pay the 
bills. 

Citizens’ initiative legislation and taxpayer 
protection legislation would go a long ways 
towards curing Alberta’s democratic deficit. Al- 
berta should lead by example with other reforms 
as well: fixed dates for elections; free votes in 
the Legislature on all bills; allowing MLAs of all 
parties to serve on Standing Policy Committees 
(not just Government MLAs, as is the case now). 

Actions speak louder than words. If Albertans 
don’t practice democratic accountability them- 
selves in their own Legislature, how can they de- 
mand (or expect) real reform in Ottawa?m™ 


Albertans want taxpayer 
protection and the right to 
initiate and vote in referendums 


In 2000 and 2002, your CTF commissioned prov- 
ince-wide polls on citizens’ initiative and taxpayer protec- 
tion legislation respectively. Over 1,000 Albertans were 
interviewed in each poll, which is a large sample consider- 
ing the fact that most national polls interview 1,000 people 
across all of Canada. Neutral, non-biased questions were 
asked. Copies of the polls are available from the CTF’s Ed- 
monton office. 


Percentage of Percentage of 
Albertans who Albertans who 
want Alberta to want Alberta to 
have legislation have legislation 
giving the right requiring tax 
to initiate and increases and 
vote in new taxes to be 
referendums put to voters in 
on important a referendum 
issues. for their approval. 
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What does a 
politician have 
to do to get 


FIRED 
THESE 
DAYS? 


Premier Calvert: 
“Mistakes were made” 


The evolution of a bad idea... 


Sask Premier Lone Calvert: 
“Min ister Lautermilch signed a 
cfibing Spudco as a 
minority partner in the 
commercial relationship... 
Minister Lautermilch ought not 
d that better.” 


_.Jacisions ware made under 
the urgency L. a looming mM) 
grows «pa ree 
production. The sheds had to 
be built 


*_..{here 15 little doubt that the 
environment in which decisions 
were made in the spring of 
1997 was one of confusion. 
The time pressures were 
significant” 


Saskatchewan 


Eldon Lautermilch, the 
architect, head- 
honcho, and chief muckety-muck 
of one of the most disastrous public 
investments in Saskatchewan histo- 
ry is still comfortably ensconced in 
a Cabinet post (albeit in a smaller 
office). 

Imagine if you or I lost $28 
million in a question- 
able business deal. 
Imagine further if our 
bosses found out we 
told a few lies along 
the way and deceived 
them about the details 
of the plan, resulting 
in them getting sued 
for millions. How 
long would we last 


by David MacLean 


mier, resignation in hand. But 
watch closely as the Premier, re- 
splendent with remorse and con- 
sternation, refuses to accept the 
resignation. Thus, the cycle of life 
continues at the Saskatchewan 
Legislature — assuring the surviv- 
al of future generations of Spud- 
cos, failed land registries, and 
meat packing plants. 
Lost in the rumours 
of cabinet shuffles and 
rampant speculation 
about a looming elec- 
tion are the countless 
victims of the deal. 
There are the business- 
es that lost their shirts, 
the financial ruin, the 
communities still re- 


Saskatchewan 
Director 


in our jobs? About as 
long as it takes for se- 
curity to lock the door behind us. 

But in the wacky world of 
Saskatchewan politics, a colossal 
guffaw of historic import resulting 
in financial injury to countless 
businesses and individuals yields 
the responsible Minister...a small- 
er office. Perhaps he’Il be farther 
away from the coffeepot...or may- 
be the bathroom isn’t quite as nice 
on the second floor. Wow, tough 
break. 

If it wasn’t so maddening, we’d 
be laughing. 

Of course, Premier Calvert 
and Minister Lautermilch had to 
perform the absurd ritual dance of 
political scandal — where Lauter- 
milch prostrates himself 
before the Pre- 
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covering, and each and 
every Saskatchewan 
taxpayer who is still picking up 
the tab for this blunder. 

Eldon Lautermilch should 
be fired, if only as a sign of re- 
spect to all the people who were 
harmed, directly or indirectly, 
by his lousy decisions. But nay, 
says the Premier, firing Lauter- 
milch is too high a price to pay, 
given that he is otherwise a great 
cabinet minister.m™ 


Imagine if you or | 
lost $28 million in a 
questionable business 
deal. Imagine further if 
our bosses found out we 
told a few lies along the 
way and deceived 
™» them about the 
details of the 
plan, resulting 
in them getting 
sued for millions. 
How long would we 

last in our jobs?ee 


Saskatchewan 


Suma hits the brakes on Gas Tax 


Hats off to Saskatchewan Urban Municipalities Association (SUMA) delegates 
for voting down a resolution calling for a one cent per litre increase in gasoline 
taxes as a form of “alternative revenue” for municipalities. 


fter a spirited debate, SUMA delegates 
recognized what many SUMA Board 
members don’t — that Saskatchewan 


residents can’t tolerate another tax increase. 
Saskatchewan residents are burdened with the 


highest property and school taxes on 
the prairies. As a percentage of GDP, 
property taxes in Saskatchewan are the 
second highest in Western Canada. At 
15 cents a litre, our province has the 
second highest fuel tax rates in Canada. 
Just a couple cents more and we would 
have the dubious distinction of having 
the highest gas taxes in Canada. This 
is definitely not the message we want 
to send to people considering a move 
to Saskatchewan, and definitely not a 
sign that Saskatchewan is “open for 
business”. 

Recognizing the need for a greater 
share of the cash being sucked out of 
municipalities in the form of fuel tax- 
es, SUMA delegates voted to support a 
revised resolution calling for $15 mil- 
lion from the province — which roughly 
equals a one cent share of the 15 cents 
the province currently collects. 

Of course, the province is not the 
only culprit here. The federal govern- 
ment shares an even greater degree of 
responsibility. Of the $4.8 billion col- 
lected in federal gas taxes last year, only 
2.4 per cent was returned back in pro- 
vincial transfers for road and highway 
development, of which 99 per cent was 
spent east of Ontario. 

In what was ultimately a victory for 
taxpayers, SUMA delegates made the 
right decision in scrapping the fuel tax 
idea and calling for a fair share of pro- 


vincial fuel tax revenues. Now the ball is in the 
provincial government’s court. Can they continue 
to justify spending on film companies, ridiculous 
advertising campaigns and ethanol plants while 
municipalities struggle to fix roads?_ 


Saskatchewan Director David MacLean presents 
8,852 petitions calling for an immediate reduction 
in school taxes at a meeting with then-Finance 
Minister Eric Cline. Despite overwhelming 
support for school tax reform, Cline was cool to 
suggestions that Saskatchewan could do more in 
the way of tax relief for Saskatchewan residents. 
Apparently, growing Crown corporations and 
spending tax dollars on corny advertising 
campaigns is a higher priority. Perhaps new 
Finance Minister Jim Melenchuk will be more 
receptive. 
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Taxpayers don’t need their 
politicians with new taxing powers 
— guaranteed if it is 1% this year, it 

will be 2% the next. 


_______ Another installment of, installment of 


~URRAYNONKS 


he definition of 
Murraynomics: claim 
there is a financial crisis 


in the City of Winnipeg and the 
only way to solve it is to raise 
taxes. Cutting through all of the 
rhetoric of the Mayor’s state of the 
city address, there was one clear 
message (or warning, depending 
on how one looks at it): institute a 
1% municipal sales tax. Call it the 
MST (Murray Sales Tax). 

Policy on the fly? A trial bal- 
loon? Whatever it was, there is 
little doubt that once again the 
Mayor is taking direct aim at 
taxpayers’ wallets. During his 
speech, the Mayor emphatically 
stated “I will not raise property 
taxes.” Okay Mr. Mayor, you 
don’t want to raise property taxes 
but you have no problem raising 
them in other areas? 

Taxpayers don’t need their 
politicians with new taxing 
powers — guaranteed if it is 1% 
this year, it will be 2% the next. 
Switching from one tax to anoth- 
er is not the solution for a spend- 
thrift politician any more than a 
smoker changing brands. 

Why is it when there is even 
the remote possibility of a fund- 
ing shortage the only thing poli- 


Doe 
=. Op 
—~ 
Te 


ticlans can come up 
with is the need to 
raise taxes? Did it 
ever occur to any- 
one that the shortage 
might be caused by 
spending? 

The Mayor needs 
to look at his own fi- 
nancial house before 
he starts coming to 
taxpayers for more 
cash. Here are just 
a few suggestions: 
reduce arts fund- 
ing, eliminate business subsidies, 
reverse the decision to give the 
True North Centre an additional 
$1 million, can the funding for a 
million dollar toilet and get rid of 
generous grants programs. That 
saves about $12 million from the 
budget; that wasn’t so hard. 

For the past few months the 
Mayor has repeated ad nause- 
um that cities in Canada are not 
getting their fair share of gas tax 
revenues from Ottawa. He is 
absolutely right. But rather than 
picking our pockets for more mon- 
ey, we would suggest the Mayor 
should be focused on working 
with his counterparts in the C5 
to develop an alternative fund- 
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by Adrienne Batra to municipalities. 
Manitoba Constitutionally 
Director 


ing model when it 
comes to gas tax 
revenues — such as 
the CTF’s proposed 
Municipal Roadway 
Trust (MRT). 

The MRT would 
transfer half of ex- 
isting federal gas 
tax revenue directly 


speaking, municipal- 
ities are a provincial 
Jurisdiction, however 
there is a precedent for the feds to 
directly pay municipalities cash- 
in-lieu of property taxes owed. 

To arrive at each municipality’s 
share, GDP by municipality would 
be divided by the Canadian GDP, 
resulting in a percentage. If this 
formula were to be adopted, the 
City of Winnipeg’s share would be 
$40.5 million. 

So, let’s hope the idea of an 
MST does not make it onto the 
debating floor at City Hall. One 
last thought - if the mayor spent 
as much time coming up with 
ways to trim spending as he does 
new tax levers, Winnipeg would 
be the most competitive tax juris- 
diction in the country.— 


-hfan 
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Paving the road to prosperity 


CTF’s Pre-budget submission 


by Adrienne Batra 

( vn Manitoba afford to cut taxes? Govern- 

ment ministers and spin-doctors say NO. 

They claim we need a “balanced ap- 
proach,” which is probably code for doing nothing. 
This so-called “balanced approach” has Manitobans 
paying the highest income taxes in Western Canada. 
Even Saskatchewan, a province similar to 
Manitoba in many respects boasts a 
more competitive tax regime. There 
is little doubt if our province wants 
to enjoy any semblance of econom- 
ic prosperity in the future, it is im- 
perative a competitive tax system 
be implemented. 

A survey of 
CTF-Manitoba sup- 
porters conducted last 
fall identifies income 


@eThere 
is little 
doubt if our 


tax as the top tax relief province 
priority followed by wants 
gasoline tax and the . 

PST to enjoy any 


The following is a 
summary of the key 
recommendations in 
the CTF’s 2003-04 pre- 
budget submission: 


it is imperative a 


be implemented.99 
Income Tax Relief: 


Eliminate bracket creep and fully index tax brack- 
ets and credits to inflation. 

Set 2003 individual income tax rates that surpass 
those in Saskatchewan. The first rate should fall 
from 10.9% to 10%, the middle rate should fall 
from 14.9% to 12.5% and the top rate should fall 
from 17.4% to 14.5%. 

Set the 2003 basic personal exemption and spousal 
deduction to at minimum Saskatchewan’s level of 
$8,000. 


Spending: 


e Freeze departmental spending. Increases required 
in priority areas such as health care should be 
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semblance of economic 
prosperity in the future, 


competitive tax system 


funded by a redirection of existing budget enve- 
lopes. 

e Phase out business subsidy programs and cut de- 
partmental funding by an equal amount. 

e The province should not raid the reserves of pub- 
licly owned utilities to meet spending costs and 
balanced budgets. 

e Introduce competition, privatization and al- 

ternative service delivery to government 

departments and agencies. 


Property 
Taxes: 


e Continue to phase 
out the provincial educa- 
tion support levy. 
e Phase out school division 
taxes that are levied on farmland. 
e Conduct a comprehensive 
review of the school tax system 
to explore alternative education 
funding mechanisms. 
e Do not grant municipalities new taxing 
powers such as a hotel tax, a gas tax levy, a 
sales tax or an income tax. 


Balanced Budget: 


e The 2003/2004 Budget should balance ex- 
penditures to ensure that if in the future federal 
transfers are reduced and interest rates rise, the 
province is still in the position to balance the 
budget 

e Do not introduce amendments that would in any 
way weaken or water down the impact and intent 
of the Taxpayer Protection Act. 

e The Government of Manitoba immediately adopt 
the Summary Budget process as outlined by the 
Auditor General. 

The time to act is now. Unless we put our income 
taxes on a level playing field with other jurisdictions, 
Manitoba will continue to suffer a mass exodus and 
shrinking tax base. So can we afford to cut taxes? 
We can’t afford not to. 


(ntertc 


Election 


Ontario's income taxes: 
Higher than you think 


et’s begin with 

a basic, but 

increasingly 
controversial, state- 
ment: Ontario taxpayers 
believe they pay some 
of the lowest taxes in 
Canada, when in fact 
the province’s personal 
income tax rate is one of 
the highest in the coun- 
try. That this is not alto- 
gether believable at first 
blush (or even a second) 
is due to a long running 

_ot,campaign of 

pacadem- 


ics, organized labour 
and social activists to 
paint tax relief in Ontar- 
10 as a give-away to the 
rich with trivial benefits 
to low- and middle-in- 
come earners. 

But the truth is the 
Ontario government has 
taken steps to reduce in- 
come taxes on lower and 
middle-income earners 
since 1996, but has done 
little to lower its third 
tax rate. Currently, the 
personal income tax rate 
on workers who earn 
less than $32,121 is 
6.05 per cent of wages. 
Those who earn between 
$32,121 and $64,306 
pay 9.15 per cent. The 
top Ontario personal rate 
of 11.16 per cent applies 
to incomes 
above 

$64,306. 
Most 


~ | would 


~ agree that 
these are 
= | competitive 
7 rates. 
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Yet two levels of sur- 
taxes cloud this pleasant 
tax picture — a 20 per 
cent rate on provincial 
income tax paid between 
$3,710 and $4,682, and 
a 56 per cent rate (the 
20 per cent rate plus a 
second 36 per cent rate) 


people would properly 
define as middle class 
incomes. Moreover, they 
make it difficult for tax- 
payers to know exactly 
how large the tax bite is 
or to compare tax rates 
with other jurisdictions. 
Sadly, Ontario is in 
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earn between $55,000 
and $65,000 and the 56 
per cent surtax is applied 
to income over $65,000. 
Surtaxes are the polit- 
ical ruse that allows On- 
tario to claim there are 
three low rates and hide 
the fact high taxes are 
imposed on what most 
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surtaxes means individ- 
ual Ontario taxpayers 
actually face four rates 
(see chart next page) 
and peg the effective 
high-income tax rate at 
17.41 per cent on in- 
comes above $65,000. 
That’s a far cry from the 
posted 11.16 per cent 
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rate and hits an awful 
lot of people who would 
not consider themselves 
rich. 

That Ontario’s top 
tax rate is high even by 
Canadian standards and 
puts this province on 
par with Quebec and 
Atlantic Canada — high 
tax and lower growth ju- 
risdictions — comes as a 
surprise to many. Ontar- 
io’s tax rate is bested by 
Alberta with its single 
10 per cent income tax 
rate; British Columbia 
where its top rate of 
14.70 per cent is paid on 
income above $88,260; 
and even socialist Sas- 
katchewan where its top 
rate of 15 per cent kicks 
in at $65,000. 

In the 2001/02 
Budget, the government 
announced it would 
eliminate the 20 per cent 
surtax currently levied 
against workers who 
earn between $55,000 
and $65,000 in 2004. 
While this is a positive 
step, this change will 
further widen the tax in- 
equality and strengthen 
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the disincentive on 
individuals with 
higher incomes 

to work longer 
hours. Once the 
lower and middle 
brackets fall again 
in 2004 (as per the 
government’s leg- 
islated tax reduc- 
tion schedule), the 
tax gap will widen 
further for people 
earning more than 
$65,000 a year (the 
so-called high-in- 
come earner). 
There are no plans 
to reduce the top rate. 

At 17.41 per cent, 
Ontario’s true top rate 
is punitive, contributes 
to the brain drain, and is 
a disincentive to work. 
While the CTF strongly 
supports the govern- 
ment’s overall tax relief 
programme, the top mar- 
ginal rate must be given 
much greater attention 
and reduced. 

The CTF’s pre- 
budget submission 
(which was presented to 
Finance Minister Janet 
Ecker in January) blows 


a it 


the whistle on Ontario’s 
high third income tax 
rate. We have called on 
the government to elim- 
inate the 20 per cent sur- 
tax on all income earners 
in the upcoming budget 
and begin to phase out 
the 36 per cent rate to 
ensure the tax system 
does not continue to 
discourage the incentive 
to work. Moreover, the 
income threshold of the 
third rate should also be 
raised. By way of com- 
parison, income earners 
do not pay the top feder- 
al income tax rate until 
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their taxable income 
exceeds $104,648. 

The CTF will work to 
change this perception 
one politician, journalist 
and commentator at a 
time. Because anoth- 
er truism in politics is 
putting pressure on law- 
makers to lower taxes 
will only come when 
taxpayers realize what 
they feel about taxes is 
the reality and vote for 
change. Did I mention 
this is an election year in 
Ontario? m— 


2003 Tax Year 


Attenuating Surtax on Tax Payable as Revised Thresholds and Rates 
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Want to 
change 


iY Gafiadian Canada? 


i Make sure every 
Tig Canadian reads 
Your money and how hw lia SAU This book! 


The book (available in 
bookstores) retails for $23.95, 
but we’re offering 
special discounts 
for CTF supporters. 


$22.00 


Special volume discounts: 
2. 6-10 copies: $20.00 
Mark Milke 11-19 copies: $18.00 


1 Taxpayers Federation 


1 the staff of the he Ganacigabeth Nickso" 20+ copies: 16.00 


anc 


Please send me: 
1-5copies- Qty x 22.00 ea 11-19 copies- Qty x 18.00 ea 


6-10 copies - Qty x 20.00 ea 20+ copies - Qty x 16.00 ea 


All prices include shipping and taxes 


Method of Payment: LJ MasterCard LJ Visa LJ Cheque (Payable to the Canadian ‘Taxpayers Federation) 


Name on card: 
Visa/Master Card #: Exp date: 
Name: 
Address: 

Town/City: Prov: PG: 


Please allow 3 - 4 weeks for delivery. Send your order to: The Canadian Taxpayers Federation: #105 - 438 Victoria Ave. E., 
Regina, Sask. S4N ON7 Fax: 306-352-7203 or Phone 1-800-667-7933 or order online at www.taxpayer.com 


